02 SEP 1998
LEAD Anwar - Sacked
ANWAR SACKED AS DEPUTY PRI ME M NI STER AND FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas today
sacked as Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance Mnister, a day after the
gover nnent announced new controls to protect the falling ringgit and to
boost efforts to revitalise the country's econony.

H s di smssal was announced in a three-paragraph statenent by the Prine
M nister's Departnent issued |ate this evening.

The statenent said Anwar was renoved effective from5.30 pmand al so
fromall other positions held by himin his capacity as deputy prine
m ni ster and m ni ster of finance.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong has been i nforned of Anwar's renoval fromthe
Cabi net, said the statenent which did not given any reason for the
di smi ssal

Anwar's fate as Umo deputy president is expected to be known when the
party's suprene council meets tonorrow night.

There was no i medi ate comment fromPrime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad or Anwar.

It is believed that the letter of his sacking was delivered to Anwar at
hi s house by a top governnment official at about 7 pm

Anwar, 51, was appoi nted Deputy Prine Mnister on Dec 1 1993,
succeedi ng Tun Ghaf ar Baba.

Teans of police personnel were seen entering the Deputy Prine
Mnister's Ofice in Jalan Dato Onn and the Treasury in the Jalan Duta
governnent conplex in the evening.

At about 7 pm two police patrol cars and a police van were seen
| eavi ng the conpound of the Treasury.

Dr Mahat hir and Anwar had been at odds over nonetary policies as the
ringgit depreciated by 40 per cent against the US dollar since July | ast
year follow ng the onset of the economic crisis that was sparked off by
specul ati ve currency attacks.

While the Prime Mnister favoured stinulating business with | ower
interest rates, Anwar along with Bank Negara had adhered to Internationa
Monetary Fund (1 MF) style policies particularly in maintaining tight
nmonet ary policies including high interest rates.

As a result, Malaysia' s econony slipped into recession registering a
G oss Domestic Product of -2.8 and -6.8 per cent in the first two quarters
of the year respectively.

More than 100 [ ocal and foreign reporters and photographers had
gathered at the gate | eading to Anwar's house since early afternoon when
word spread that he may be resigning.

Police had to seal off the road |eading to his house in Bukit Damansara
and Federal Reserve Unit (FRU) personnel were placed on standby.

Anwar was al so enbroiled in a controversy recently follow ng the
publication of a book titled "50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM
(50 Reasons Wiy Anwar Cannot Becone PM.

Anwar al | eged that the book defaned hi mand has obtai ned an injunction
against the distribution of the book that was circulated to Umo del egat es
on the eve of the party general assenbly in June this year

Magnum di rector of public affairs Datuk S. Nall akaruppan was al so
detained in the course of investigations over the book and he is now
awaiting trial for illegal possession of 125 live ammunition that were
recovered fromhis Bukit Tunku house here.



Anwar is the Menmber of Parlianent for Permatang Pauh, a seat in Pul au
Pi nang once held by his father, Datuk |brahi mAbdul Rahman.

A graduate of the University of Mal aya, Anwar received his secondary
education at the Malay Coll ege Kual a Kangsar, an elite school reputed for
produci ng many of the country's | eaders in governnent and busi ness.

He is married to Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Isnmail and they have six
chil dren.
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