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Anwar sacked for “noral msconduct' (HL)

Rashi d Yusof; Ashraf Abdull ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad told
Umo | eaders today that he was conpelled to renove Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahimfromthe Cabinet and initiated his expul sion fromUmo because of
moral m sconduct.

Breaking his silence over Anwar's dism ssal |ast Wednesday and expul si on
fromUmo a day later, the Prine Mnister nade it clear there was no
conspiracy invol ved.

I nstead, said Dr Mahathir, what he di scovered of Anwar's character did
not qualify himto be a | eader of an Islamc country |ike Ml aysi a.

Speaking to reporters after briefing representatives of Umo divisions
and branches at the Putra World Trade Centre, the Prine Mnister said he
was convi nced that the allegations of noral m sconduct agai nst Anwar were
true.

"The police carried its own investigations. | did nmy own investigations
and | am convi nced," he said.

Four affidavits which were filed at the H gh Court on Thursday, anong
other things, inplicated Anwar in sexual m sconduct including sodony with
a man, illicit sex and seducing a businessman's wife.

Some of the encounters were alleged to have been facilitated by Magnum
Cor poration Bhd public affairs director Datuk S. Nal | akaruppan.

However, Nall akaruppan in a Press statenent issued through his | awer
yest erday denied invol verent with Anwar and t he charges agai nst the forner
Deputy Prime M nister.

Nal | akar uppan, Anwar's regul ar tennis partner, was charged w th unl awf ul
possessi on of 125 rounds of live Fiocchi amunition.

Di vi sional Youth and Wanita wi ngs al so attended the briefing which was
held to enable the party president to explain to grassroots |eaders the
reasons behi nd Anwar's renoval and expul sion.

El aborati ng why the noral issue was the biggest reason for the action,
Dr Mahathir said he explained to the representatives the reasons that
hel ped convi nce himof the nunmerous allegati ons nade agai nst the former
deputy president.

"l was convinced and | concluded that he was not qualified to |l ead the
country. It was not due to whatever differences he had with ne over
political or economic matters, but because his character does not qualify
himto be a |l eader of a country |ike Ml aysia."

The Prime Mnister said the actions agai nst Anwar were al so not
triggered by the possibility of Anwar chall engi ng hi mas Umo president in
next year's party polls. "I can defend nyself," Dr Mahathir said.

On when he found out that Anwar was not suitable for public office, Dr
Mahat hir said when the all egations surfaced | ast year, he did not believe
them thinking this was a plot to oust his deputy.

However, he concluded recently that Anwar was not suited to succeed him
as the evidence inplicating hi mwas now very cl ear

Asked whet her he discl osed details of Anwar's wrongdoi ngs at the
briefing, he said this was not done as "it is not a pleasant thing to do".

To anot her question involving the noral issue against Anwar, Dr Mhathir
said although the last thing the nation needed now was a political crisis,
he had no ot her way of avoiding the actions.

Asked whether his forner deputy had nmade any confession during the
di scussions that they had, the party president said Anwar admitted that he



was a normal human bei ng and di d what human bei ngs di d.

"But he deni ed what was alleged. But (at that tinme) | wasn't holding an
inquiry. | just asked himas a friend."

The Dewan Merdeka was packed with party nmenbers well before Dr Mahat hir
arrived. Del egates who enmerged fromthe cl osed-door briefing said they
could feel the "agony"” Dr Mahathir went through as he expl ained the
reasons behind | ast week's events.

The del egates said Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di was
conspi cuously absent fromthe briefing. Dr Mahat hir, who was asked by
reporters why Zahid - under pressure by Youth | eaders to resign honourably
- was absent, said the Youth | eader was i ndi sposed.

The del egates al so said Dr Mahathir was given a standing ovation at the
end of the briefing.
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