03 SEP 1998
Anwar - Sabah
ANWAR SACKI NG A Bl G SURPRI SE TO SABAH DOVPOK

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 3 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok said today the dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromhis
governnent posts has come as a big surprise to Sabah

"Everybody still does not know the full background of the renoval,"” he
sai d. .

"I think what has happened has cone as a big surprise to all of us, and
of course at the nmonent we do not know the full background of this turn of
events," he said after opening a sem nar on effective econom ¢ managenent
policies and strategi es here today.

Donpok said this when asked by reporters to comment on the renoval of
Anwar as Deputy Prime M nister and Finance Mnister by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yest erday.

Donpok al so said that what was inportant now was for the nationa
| eadership and the people to give the country solidarity to face the
current econonic probl ens.

"I think the announcenent by the Prine Mnister the | ast day or so on
the solutions to the econonmic problens are positive noves, and is for the
good of the country. The Prime M nister deserves the support of the people
of Sabah in the actions that he is taking," he said.

When asked if Anwar's renoval would affect the strength of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN), Donmpok who is also the Sabah BN chairman said "it woul d be
too soon to see whether the BN woul d be affected.”

"It is too soon to say, but what | can see is, right nowthe Prine
M nister is in charge of the country,” he said.

Sabah Umo Chi ef Datuk Gsu Sukam urged Umo nenbers in the state to
remai n calm

The action taken by the Prime Mnister was in the national interest, he
tol d Ber nana.

Dr Mahat hir nust have considered all factors before taking the action,
said OGsu who i s Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister. He was previously Federal
M ni ster of Land and Cooperative Devel opnment.
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