10/ 09/ 1998

Anwar says CGovernment has no concrete case agai nst him

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Sacked Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
today spoke of the possibility of himbeing charged in court but said he
did not believe the Governnent has a concrete case agai nst him

He went on to rebut Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
expl anati on that he was renoved fromthe Governnent and Umo due to nora
m sconduct .

He mai ntained that he was a victimof political conspiracy pronoted by
Dr Mahathir's inner circle, who, he said, were afraid of him

"They are afraid of ny attitude, policies and the support of the people.
That is the reason why they concocted lies and fabrication against ne," he
told a gathering in the conmpound of his house in Bukit Damansara today.

Later in the evening, when speaking to another group of visitors at his
honme, Anwar said he was probably sacked fromthe Governnment and party
because he was close to United States Defence Secretary WIIliam Cohen.

Anwar added that just because he was close to Cohen did not necessitate
his renoval .

He al so clained that his senior private secretary Ahnmad Mohamad was
det ai ned by police yesterday.

In his speech earlier, Anwar said: "If what he (Dr Mahathir) nmeant as
concrete evidence is based on police investigation, |I think he better
check it out first.

"First of all, none of the allegations are true. There is no reason for

themto charge ne with those crines.

"I have a family and | ama politician. If soneone wants to chall enge
me, please do so. Wiy do these people fabricate |ies agai nst nme?"

Anwar said the cases the authorities had inplicated himwi th were based
on the affidavits subnmitted in connection with the Datuk S. Nal | akaruppan
case.

"Even before Datuk Nalla's |lawers could object to the affidavits, its
contents were published in the newspapers,” he said.

"However, when Datuk Nalla issued a denial, it was not used in these
newspapers. "

On the I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor's statement that
he Iied about DNA test, Anwar said his former private secretary Mhaned
Azmin Ali and his wife and he (Anwar) and his wife had agreed to undergo
the test, should the test conducted on Azmin and his wife proved
i nconcl usi ve.

"The test by Aznin and wife proved that they were the biol ogical parents
of the child and even the IGP had said it.

"Since it had been proven, why should | have to undergo the test,
think the 1 GP should stick to his duty," said Anwar.

On charges he had interfered with police investigation by threatening
wi t nesses, Anwar asked: "Wy should | do this? | amnot in the Governnent.
| amnot the police who had the powers to intinidate people."

He added: "Now they are al so accusing ne with receiving RM6O nmillion in
bri be. Look at the condition of ny house.

"Check if | have another house. They shoul d seek out those with castles
if they really want to check corruption.”

Asked what he thought of Dr Mahathir's explanation to Umo | eaders
yest erday, Anwar pointed to the reporter who asked the question, and said:

"You can discuss this with the PM By the way, ny statenent will not



come out in the newspaper. Even if it is published, given two lines, it
will be big enough.”

Anwar, who had postponed his roadshow tw ce, said he would enbark on it
soon.

"I amnot going today as ny supporters want me to stay here as their
families and relatives are conming to KL to neet nme due to the school
hol i days, " he sai d.

At a Press conference |ater, Anwar said he was not criticising Umo or
attacki ng the Government when he presented his defence to the people.

Anwar said he was grateful for the support fromthe mddle class, the
prof essi onal s and the very poor who cane to see himeven for the chance to
hear hi m speak.

On the criticismmade against himfor using the foreign nedia, Anwar
again repeated his stand that he was being fair to all, both the local and
forei gn nedia.

"But only the foreign nedia are using ny story. Should | be angry with
t hen?" he asked.

( END)
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