16/ 08/ 1998

Anwar: Team work, support vital for econom c recovery

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimsaid
today to lift Ml aysia out of the present economc difficulties, everyone
has to work as a team support Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and speak in one voice.

Anwar said political stability took precedence over everything.

He added that political stability along with sound ethnic relations and
resilience of the people were the country's plus points for economc
recovery.

"Thus, we have to maintain political stability and ensure that it is
strengt hened," he said at the Fourth National Address' organi sed by the
Uni t ed Ki ngdom Executive Council for Ml aysian Students, whose nmenbers are
from42 universities in the UK at the International Youth Centre in
Cher as.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said recovery efforts woul d bear
fruit if there was unity, and attenpts to pit one | eader agai nst the ot her
and to mar ethnic relations were brushed asi de.

"W may not be able to return to previous levels in a short period of
time, but we will begin to recover and to have confidence."

He recounted to the students events leading to the ringgit depreciation
and the economic downturn, and the role of the currency traders and how
the country had to manage its own affairs.

"W can get assistance or support fromothers, by all nmeans we will
accept ... but we can't get things done by relying on others."

Wth Japan and Korea reeling fromecononi c woes, the only sources of
assi stance woul d be fromthe West which Anwar said were not likely to nake
this the top priority.

Anwar al so spoke of the continuing efforts to bring devel opnent to the
rural areas and in assisting the poor.

In a dialogue |ater, the Deputy Prine M nister was asked about the
| at est situation concerning Singapore and whet her there was a conspiracy
to bring down the country's econony, when would the econony recover and
nmoney politics.

On noney politics, he said the battle was agai nst corruption, abuse of
power and giving bribes to buy votes.

Anwar said Umo's initiatives in curbing its spread through stern
actions |ike expul sion and disciplinary action had borne results.
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