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Anwar to be charged in court (HL)

Syed Nadzri; Ashraf Abdul |l ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who is being detained under the Interna
Security Act, will be charged in open court and the charges will include
sodony.

However, Dr Mahathir, who is also Honme Mnister, said it was up to the
Public Prosecutor and the police as to when to initiate the proceedings.

He said it was only proper and a matter of tine for the sacked Deputy
Prime M nister to be charged with sodony since two persons with whom he
had al |l egedly committed the act had already confessed in court.

"He wi || be charged because you can't have these two peopl e bei ng
charged w thout chargi ng hi mbecause he is a partner."

He said the lawwi |l would take its course although Anwar's great est
fear is was that he will would be charged in court because then "all the
things that he had done will be revealed and all the witnesses will be
abl e to appear to give evidence".

At a Press conference at his office this afternoon, Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
said police had in fact intended to arrest and charge Anwar in court but
were forced to detain himunder the | SA when he instigated rioting in the
federal capital on Sunday.

The Press conference, which was to brief the nedia on the outcone of
yesterday' s special Umo suprenme council neeting, |asted al nost an hour

It was al so attended by a big group of foreign journalists, including
those fromnajor television stations.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said the suprene council net to be
bri efed on what had happened in the city, particularly with regard to the
arrest of Anwar and the reasons or for the arrest.

"OF course, this may not be believed by certain menbers of the Press who
assunme that | ama dictator and who wants to arrest my potential rival. To
those who believe that, it is really not worthwhile for me to explain

because no matter what | say, that will still be the conclusion.”
Calling Anwar a rebel -rabble-rouser, Dr Mahathir said it is was a fact
that Anwar was allowed to break the | aw nany tinmes by holding illegal

meetings and rallies and was not arrested.

"But the clinmax came on Sunday when he instigated his followers to riot,
to be violent and to attack certain places. It is clear that he was
wor ki ng up enotions in order to develop the situation that was found in
| ndonesi a when these people rioted daily and tried to obstruct the nornma
lifein the city.

"They hope that with that they can overthrow t he Governnent, in
particul ar overthrow ne, which is not of great consequence anyway, since
amalready 73 years old and | can't |ast forever.

The Prime M nister disclosed that Anwar's supporters also broke into the
Umo building at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre and destroyed pictures of
past Umo | eaders in the nuseumgal lery there. This, he noted, was
sonet hi ng that Umo nmenbers woul d not do.

"The supporters al so marched towards nmy house. What their intentions
were was i s sonething | cannot be sure, about, but there was tal k anong
t hem about burni ng the house or sonmething like that.

"It is obvious that fromnmerely talking to his followers in his house as
wel |l as el sewhere, he has now deci ded to beconme a rebel -rabbl e-rouser who
wants to instigate violence." he added.



Asked about the fact that many people still do not believe that Anwar
had committed the lurid sexual acts, Dr Mahathir said he too took a | ong
time to believe the stories.

He said he was even told about Anwar's honpbsexual tendencies by Tun
Hani f Omar when he was | nspector-General of Police but he dismissedit.
(Hanif retired in January 1993.

Dr Mahathir said he personally interviewed people who said they had
engaged in illegal sex acts with Anwar because he initially did not
believe the all egations.

He said The Prime M nister said those whom he interviewed gave their
statenments voluntarily. because He made sure that these people they were
not pressured by anybody.
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