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Mahat hir-Tri al
ANWAR TO BE CHARGED | F SUPPORTERS STCP RI OTI NG SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today his forner deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
will be brought to court for trial if his followers stop rioting.

He said al t hough Anwar was bei ng detai ned under the Internal Security
Act (ISA), he could still dissuade his supporters fromrioting.

The Prime M nister was asked by reporters whether the delay in formally
chargi ng Anwar in court meant that the evidence against himfor alleged
sexual offences was not sufficient.

Ri ot police had to quell a few thousands of Anwar's supporters who
turned unruly outside the courthouse here on Monday in anticipation of
Anwar bei ng produced in court to be formally charged for alleged sexua
of f ences.

The Prinme Mnister, who had over the |ast few days reveal ed instances
of Anwar's all eged sexual ni sconduct, including honobsexual relations, said
he believed that the majority of the people were convinced of Anwar's
guilt. But he said Anwar, who was sacked on Sept 2 and detai ned on Sunday,
appeared to have pre-enpted by claimng that he would not have a fair
trial.

"If he is found guilty he can tell everybody that he has not been given
afair trial," Dr Mahathir told reporters after |aunching the Ml aysi a
Franchi se Exhi bition and Conference '98, here.

Asked about the illegal assenbly by Anwar's supporters at the Nationa
Mosque after Friday prayers today, the second in a week, Dr Mahathir said
he was sad that there were people who support those who "commit sin in the
nosque".

"Actually they should not do that because it is sinful but they
denmonstrate in the nosque and this adds to the sin," he said.

Last Sunday Anwar, the former deputy prine mnister and forner finance
mnister, was arrested under the Internal Security Act (ISA) after |eading
an illegal rally which later erupted into rioting.

Asked why he did not pursue the matter (Anwar's all eged honpbsexual
activities) when he was informed about it by the then I nspector-General of
Police, Tun Haniff QOmar, five years ago, Dr Mahathir said he coul d not
believe that Anwar did such things.

"Now | have found evidence that | could not dispute,” he said.

He said this in response to a question why the action agai nst Anwar was
only taken now, as this suggested that it was politically notivated.

Dr Mahathir also called Anwar "the biggest liar" for alleging that RML
billion belonging to Umo had been transferred to Switzerland by Umo
Treasurer Tun Daim Zainuddin in a comrercial flight.

"Way should Daimcarry a | arge anmount of noney using a comerci al
flight when he has his own jet plane?," he said in response to a question

The question was in reference to Anwar's vi deot aped nessage aired on
tel evision by CNBC Asia in which he alleged that Dai mhad carried a | arge
anount of noney out of the country using comrercial flight.

Dr Mahathir said: "Only gullible foreigners will believe it."

"Well, you think for yourself. If he wants to take a bagl oad of npney
to Switzerland, do you carry it and put it on the seat as alleged by Anwar?
He (Anwar) told ne that there was this huge parcel full of noney and that
the noney was put next to him(Daim) and he told the pilot "I have a | ot of
money here" and the pilot later on reported to the central bank and the



central bank reported to Anwar and he reported to ne.

"If you want to take a |l ot of noney out of this country, people like
Dai m woul d know how easy it is to transfer of noney just by witing on a
few pieces of paper. If you want to carry RML billion, how big is that? How
much is there? He has his own plane,” he added.

Asked whet her the central bank governor confirnmed it (the transfer of
money), Dr Mahathir said: "He (governor) has resigned, Anwar has been
sacked, he doesn't want to be tried so he created a runmpus and he wanted to
be arrested under the | SA so that now he can claimthat he is detained
under the I SA "

The prime mnister said that even in Britain there is such a |law called
the Prevention of TerrorismAct which is simlar tothe ISAand it is a
uni versal lawin many countri es.

Responding to a reporter's statenent that in nmany countries, even if
one is arrested under the act (prevention and terrorismact), he could
still be seen, Dr Mahathir said: "Anwar is in Ml aysia and just because you
don't see him it doesn't mean he has di sappeared ... poof!"

To a question that Anwar's | awers have no access to see him Dr
Mahat hir said: "Wat do you nmean? When the tine cones for his |lawers to
see him they can talk to him But his lawers are not interested in
talking to him they are interested i n naki ng propaganda. "

Asked whether he was surprised that, after nmany years, Anwar was stil
able to touch a raw nerve anpbng a certain segnent of the people and that
despite what Dr Mahat hir had said about Anwar, people still did not believe
him (Dr Maathir) and took Anwar's side, Dr Mahathir said he was surprised
at Anwar's invol vement because he (Dr Mahat hir) had been very naive.

"All this tine he was ny deputy, he was doing all this ... wthout ny
know edge and he managed to hoodw nk the nation, pretending to be religious
and i ndul gi ng i n honosexual practices,"”

"Now t hat he was discovered in tine before he becane the prine
mnister, | was grateful that | have the tine to disniss himbefore he
becones the prinme mnister,"” he said.

"If he beconmes the prinme mnister, God help this country,” he added.

To a question whether his (Dr Mahathir) statenment that Anwar had
commtted the act woul d influence the court's decision on the forner deputy
prime mnister, Dr Mahathir said Anwar hinmself had said that he was not
guilty and that was al ready influencing the court.

Asked whet her Anwar was not produced in court because he (Dr Mahathir)
was not confident of the security and |law and order in the federal capital,
Dr Mahathir said that in the situation that Anwar was trying to create,
peopl e m ght be hurt and when people were hurt the foreign press would be
happy and they woul d be taking pictures of blood. he said.

Asked how Anwar was to direct his supporters to stop rioting, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I dont know. ..nental telepathy."

He said Anwar had | eft enough nessages and had di stributed tape
recorders and given interviews for the use of the foreign nedia.

Asked why Federal Reserve Unit personnel were sent into the National
Mosque today to disperse the denpnstrators, Dr Mahathir said: "How do you
stop rioting inside the nosque when you cannot go into the nbsque, can you
do it by renote control ?"

Asked about Britain's Foreign Mnister Robin Cook's request that Anwar
be given a fair trial and his | awers have access to him Dr Mhathir said:

| dont care what his views are, | dont know what his views are."

- - BERNAMA

ARA HAK Jk



	ANWAR TO BE CHARGED IF SUPPORTERS STOP RIOTING, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 25/09/1998)

