05/ 09/ 1998
Anwar to go on tour to explain

Lokman Mansor

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahim who has been renoved from his Governnment posts
and expelled fromUmo anid all egations of official and sexual m sconduct,
will go on a nationw de tour to explain his side of the story to the
peopl e.

Speaki ng at a press conference at his house in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday,
Anwar said he will do so "as soon as possible".

"This is a waiting game. | amprepared. | will go down to the people. |
wi Il not get busloads of people to be paid to attend," he said.

Anwar said there is a major reformnovenent in the country whi ch began
even before he was sacked as deputy prine mnister and finance mnister.

"You can see the results, for exanple, in the parlianentary by-el ection
in Arau (which Barisan Nasional |ost to Pas). Although people don't feel
that we are entirely to be blamed for the current econom c probl ens, some
have the view that the entire blane is only on the Wst or other forces,"
he sai d.

Anwar said he views positively the concern and support fromcertain Umo
branches and division | eaders, Menbers of Parlianment, opposition | eaders,
various religious organi sations, and student | eaders.

"I think this is sonething quite spontaneous, and | would certainly
suggest we di scuss areas or issues, particularly in the light of
initiating reforms in this country,"” he added.

Anwar said he is prepared to work with all organi sations and parties
commtted to reform be it Umo, BN conponent parties, opposition parties
and nore inportantly, the rakyat.

Asked whether he would forma new party or join any of the existing
ones, Anwar said no decision has been made as yet and that he was
"consulting friends".

On his links with the student nmovenent, he said their intelligence
shoul d not be underestimated as they were capabl e of making their own
deci si ons.

"When | was a student |eader, | did not consult any political |eader. W
deci ded on our own.

Anwar said for the monment he is preoccupied with | ooking at how to dea
with the all egations nmade agai nst himand the possiblity that he may be
char ged.

Asked on his expul sion fromUmo, Anwar said the Suprenme Council had
"total ly di sregarded the procedures”.

"I have not been charged, neither have | been given notice on the
of fences. "

Asked about Dr Mahathir taking over the Finance Mnistry, Anwar said:
wi sh hi mgood |uck but | have cleared nost of the files."

Anwar has di sm ssed al | egati ons of sexual and official misconduct as a
hi gh-1evel conspiracy involving certain | eaders in Umo and weal t hy
busi nessnen.

When asked how she feels about these allegations, Anwar's wife Datin
Seri Dr WAn Azi zah Wan |Isnmmil said they are basel ess.

"I believe totally in my husband's innocence. This is not a politically
correct statenent. | really believe, alright? It is not based on "~ Stand By
Your Man' kind of stuff. | really, really believe. | married himfor the
man he is and for what he stands for," she added.

After attending Friday prayers, Anwar spoke to sone of the congregation



who had st ayed behi nd.
"I believe the real strength lies with the people and not with a fewtop
| eaders and the rich," he said.
Later in the afternoon, Anwar told reporters he is confident that his
supporters will remain cal mdespite his expul sion from Umo.
( END)
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