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Anwar - Suhart o
ANVWAR TO MEET SUHARTO DURI NG ASEAN FI NANCE M NI STERS MEETI NG | N JAKARTA

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister and Fi nance
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis expected to neet President Suharto in
Jakarta during the Asean Finance Mnisters neeting beginning in the
I ndonesi an capital today.

Anwar told reporters this after neeting Yves Fortier, the envoy
despatched by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan to Malaysia to
resolve the | egal wangle involving UN speci al rapporteur Datuk Param
Curmar aswany.

He later left for Jakarta to attend the two-day neeting.

Anwar al so said that he had not received any instruction fromPrine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad on his trip to Jakarta.

Wil e there, Anwar and his counterparts will study new neasures taken
by menmber countries in dealing with the regional currency and economc
crisis.

Anwar said | ast week that the ministers would al so di scuss the neasures
and the cooperation by Japan and Taiwan in hel pi ng af fected nenbers in
dealing with the crisis.

At their last neeting here in Decenber, the mnisters approved a
private debt instrument to nobilise, with the assistance of internationa
financial institutions, private sector resources to help countries avoid
attacks on currencies.

Among t he grouping's nenbers affected by the crisis, Indonesia and
Thai | and were the nost badly affected and have recei ved financi al
assi stance fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I M).

Though in a better position, Ml aysia has taken bold nmeasures to cut
costs as well as curb credit growmh to ensure | oans only go to the
productive sectors such as manufacturing and agricul ture.

It is also looking into mechanisns to |liberalise foreign equity
ownership in Ml aysi an conpani es as well as cash-rich | ocal conpanies
buying into financially-troubl ed conpani es. -- BERNAMA
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