18 SEP 1998
Anwar - Ter engganu
ANVAR URCGES DR MAHATHI R TO STEP DOWN

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 18 (Bernama) -- Fornmer Deputy Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimtoday called on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad to step down.

"Now, Anwar |Ibrahimis officially calling on Dr Mahathir to resign as
Prime Mnister," he said when addressing a crowd of about 10,000 at Panta
Bat u Buruk, here.

He al so criticised Umo nenmbers who |isten and believe everything the
Prime M nister says.

They shoul d instead think for thensel ves, said Anwar who was renoved as
Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister on Sept 2 and expelled from Umo
the fol |l owi ng day.

Anwar, who has spoken at several rallies to deny allegations of noral
m sconduct, corruption and treason against him for the first tine adnmtted
publicly that Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di had raised the
i ssue of cronyism nepotismand corruption at the | ast Umo general
assenbly at his behest.

He said that the Prime Mnister was angry that the i ssue was raised

Anwar arrived here at 3am after speaking at a ceramah at Peranu Jaya in
Kuant an, | ast night.

He was acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri \Wan Azi zah Ismail, their
children and supporters including Negeri Senbilan Umo Youth head Rusl an
Kassim

Menbers of the public and his supporters gathered at the rest house in
Pant ai Batu Buruk where he was staying since 8am

Anwar was |l ater seen leaving in a van proceeding to the Tuanku Anmpuan
I ntan Zaharah Mosque in Kuala I bai for Friday prayers.

He returned to the rest house soon after to speak at the ceranah.

Anwar said that the police had allowed himto speak at the ceramah
wi thout a pernmit.

He said that Dr Mahathir should fromtinme to tinme listen to others and
accept advi ce because he "couldn't know everyt hi ng"

He al so said that "people say that Anwar is out and finish, but | say
Anwar i s down but not out".

Anwar said that he did not dism ss the possibility of challenging Dr
Mahat hir in the Kubang Pasu parlianentary constituency in the next genera
el ection.

In his speech, he al so praised the police for their cooperation in
allowing himto speak at the ceranah

He said that he still respected the police force except for a few
of ficers who were investigating his case.

After the ceramah, he left for Kota Baharu where he is scheduled to
attend another rally tonight. It was earlier reported that the organisers
of the ceranah had failed to obtain a permt.
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