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Anwar ur ges nobil e phone conpani es to nerge

Fadzil Ghazali

DEPUTY Prine M nister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
yesterday urged tel econmuni cati on conpani es to consi der nergi ng and
assi sting the Governnment in enhancing the country's tel ecomuni cations
i nfrastructures.

He said at present tel econmunications services in the country is stil
"very inadequate” and efforts nust be nmade to further inprove the rel ated
infrastructure.

"The quality of service nust be enhanced.

"Wt are not satisfied, partly because all the infrastructures are not in
pl ace," he sai d when opening Eri csson Mobile Tel ecommuni cati ons's new
pl ant in Shah Al am yesterday.

Anwar said d obal Systemfor Mbile Tel ecommunications (GSM and
Per sonal Conmuni cati ons Network System (PCN) operators need to set up
about 1,200 and 2,500 stations respectively.

The Deputy Prine Mnister also said there is still "an extraordi nary
anount of static" when one uses his handphone in the country, indicating
that the infrastructures are still inadequate

On Ericsson's new plant, Anwar said he is grateful that the conpany had
chosen Malaysia as its first location in the Asia Pacific region to
manuf acture and di stri bute nobil e phones.

He added that Ericsson's decision in choosing Mal aysia goes to show t hat
the country is stable in terns of political econony and soci al
envi ronnent.

Anwar said Mal aysia, particularly under the |eadership of Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, has shown that it is consistent inits
policies when it cones to foreign i nvestnments.

He noted that elements like political stability and macro-econom ¢
stabilisation process are critical to instil confidence anmong investors
towards a country.

"We have adjusted our fiscal policies and even taken unpopul ar measures
at times to ensure that the macro-econoni c stabilisation process proceed
uni nterrupted, " he added.

Anwar al so urged Ml aysi an workers and young professionals to continue
br oadeni ng their horizons and i nprove their capabilities.

He added that they should take the cue fromDr Mahathir who spent the
whol e of yesterday listening to the inputs of international captains of
i ndustry involved in the Multi nedi a Super Corridor project.

"W appeal to them (the workers) to continue to learn, to prove that
Mal aysi ans can performexcellently,"” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Swedi sh tel ecommuni cati ons gi ant Tel ef onakti ebol aget LM
Ericsson is extrenely confident in the success of Malaysia's Miltinmedia
Super Corridor (MSC) and ains to have anot her MSC-status subsidiary.

Visiting president and chief executive officer Dr Lars Rangvist said the
conpany currently has one MSC- status subsidiary involved in Information
Technol ogy (1 T) managenent and operating systens devel opnent.

"The second one will be in data conmunications. W hope to have it by
the second quarter of the year," he told a press conference after the
| aunchi ng of Ericsson Mbile Tel econmuni cations's new pl ant by Anwar.

The plant is Malaysia's first nobile phone factory belonging to the
Swedi sh t el econmuni cati ons gi ant.

The Ericsson Mobile Communications Sdn Bhd plant will manufacture and



di stribute nmobile phones mainly for the Asia-Pacific region.

Eri csson's involvement in Ml aysia began 33 years ago when the conpany
was awarded a contract to supply equipnent to the then Jabatan Tel ekom
Mal aysi a.

Rangvi st al so said Ericsson registered US$20 billion (US$1 = RMVB. 74)
sal es |l ast year and enpl oyed 100, 000 people in 130 countries.

Qut of this, US$3.5 billion was fromthe Asia-Pacific region.
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