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Anwar: Use channels within Umo (HL)

Rashi d Yusof; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Ummo nenbers at the divisions and branches are barred
frommaki ng Press statenments on problens at the grassroots, Umo deputy
president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Anwar, who is also chairman of the party's nmanagenment and di sciplinary
comm ttee, rem nded menbers to use normal party channels to air their
grievances and that action would be taken agai nst those who do not adhere
to the directive.

Anwar said he had di scussed the matter with Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad this norning before the Prine Mnister left for a working
visit to Brunei and Sabah

Anwar said it had been agreed that all objections and problens at the
branch and divi sional |evel nust be raised through the appropriate
channel s. Umo branches started their elections of office bearers on Feb
12 and this will end on March 15.

El ections at the divisional level will be held fromMarch 12 to 29

Asked to el aborate on the ruling, Umo secretary-general Datuk
Sabbaruddin Chik, said it referred to statenents which are consi dered
detrinmental to the party.

Speaking to reporters after briefing supreme council nenbers who were
assigned to supervise elections at 21 of the 165 divisions, Anwar said
former Umo Youth head, Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Tanby Chik was eligible to
contest the post of Kota Mel aka divisional head.

Rahims eligibility has been questioned by sonme nenbers in the run-up to
the el ection.

On the admi ssion of new nenbers, Anwar said the divisional head, deputy
head, vice-head, secretary, Wanita chief and Youth | eader were authorised
to sign nenbership application forns subnitted by prospective nenbers.

This clarification cane in the wake of conplaints by the outgoing Kota
Mel aka di vi si on head, Datuk Nasir Manap, who said that his deputy, Datuk
Am d Nordin, had brought in 872 new nenbers wi thout his (Nasir's)
know edge.

Anwar said since the deputy head could sign the nmenbership form this
i ssue did not arise.

Anwar al so announced several changes to the appoi ntnment of suprene
counci | nmembers who were assigned to supervise certain divisiona
nmeet i ngs.

Dat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir will supervise proceedi ngs at
Ki nabat angan and Sandakan. Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hanmi d Pawanteh will attend the
Bachok and Peringat neetings, Datuk Raja Ariffin Raja Sulaimn (Kota
Baru), Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar (Penanpang), Datuk Dr Afifuddin Onar
(Beaufort) and Datuk IbrahimAli (Larut).

Anwar said the Suprene Council representatives were enpowered to decide
on-the-spot problens, if any, at these nmeetings to ensure snooth
pr oceedi ngs.

The Suprenme Council representatives have been gi ven guidelines, and
t hey, anong others, will have to go through the nenbership |ist.

However, any further problens would then be referred to the Suprene
Counci | .

Anwar al so rem nded nmenbers to conply with party rules in al
proceedi ngs pertaining to the election, adding that action woul d be taken
agai nst those found using noney or threats.
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