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"Anwar will be charged if rioting stops

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahim who was renoved fromthe Cabi net and party post
early this nmonth, will be brought to court for trial if his supporters
stop rioting, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said.

"I'f his (Anwar) followers do not riot, he can be brought to court. He
has al so pre-enpted it by saying there will not be a fair trial,"” the
Prime Mnister told newsnmen after | aunchi ng the Ml aysi an franchise
exhi bition and conference in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home M nister, was asked whether the delay in
chargi ng Anwar was because the evi dence was not sufficient and strong.

Ri ot police had to quell Anwar's supporters outside the courthouse in
Kual a Lunpur | ast Monday when they turned unruly while waiting for Anwar
to be produced in court.

On the denonstration at the National Msque after the Friday prayers
yesterday he described those invol ved as abetting a person who has
committed a sin.

"By denobnstrating and telling lies in a nosque they have not only sinned
but al so condoni ng a person who had conmitted a sin," he added.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that Anwar wants to create a disorder so that the
authorities cannot try himin an open court.

On British Foreign Mnister Robin Cook's comrent on Thursday that
Anwar's | awers were not allowed to see him (Anwar) and that he hoped
there would be a fair trial, Dr Mahathir sai d Cook shoul d have asked hi m
when he was in Mal aysia, while acconpanyi ng Queen Elizabeth Il for the
closing of the 16th Combnweal t h Ganes.

"He (Cook) was here. He never asked ne anything. He could have heard it
fromthe so-called horse's nouth," he said, adding the internationa
communi ty has never considered Asian courts, including Malaysia's, as
being fair, unlike those in Europe.
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