20 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANWAR S ACCUSATI ONS AN ACT OF DESPERATI ON, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today his former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim is now desperate that he
has to come out with proposals such as asking the prinme mnister to step
down.

"I can understand his feelings. He has been disn ssed, he cannot
dism ss me. So, he asks for ny resignation,"” the prinme mnister said when
asked how he felt about Anwar calling on himto resign.

Speaki ng at a news conference after visiting the Main Press Centre
(MPC) of the 16th Commonweal th Ganes, here, Dr Mahathir said it was
entirely logical for Anwar to ask for his resignation.

The prime mnister described Anwar as "a man in desperation (who) will
make al |l kinds of accusations."

He said the main thing was for Anwar, who was di mi ssed fromthe cabi net
on Sept 2 and expelled fromUmmo a day later, to prove all his allegations.

Dr Mahathir said the fact remai ned that Anwar had been breaking the | aw
and the | aw had not cone down on him(yet).

"I amquite sure that if he is arrested, he will go through the nornal
process of |aw, " he said.

Asked by a foreign reporter as to when he started suspecting Anwar's
"honosexual behaviour", Dr Mahathir said the el ement of surprise in the
al | egati ons agai nst Anwar was fading "because | have now accepted the fact
that he behaves in this way."

"At first of course | told the people who brought this (the allegations
against Anwar) to nmy attention that they were really trying to get rid of
him (Anwar)," said Dr Mahathir.

The prime minister said that after sonme tinme he had to take action
agai nst Anwar as there was "too strong evi dence" which he (Dr Mahathir) had
to accept.

"So, now | think | am beyond being surprised. | think this is something
that apparently he indulges in, to my regret,” Dr Mahathir said.

Asked by another foreign reporter whether he believed in his heart what
he had read in the | ocal newspapers today about the sodony charges agai nst
Anwar's adopted brother and friend yesterday, Dr Mahathir said he believed
they were true.

Anwar' s adopted brother, Sukma Darnmawan, 37, and his friend and forner
speechwriter, Dr Munawar A. Anees, 51, were jailed six nonths each by the
Sessions Court yesterday after they pleaded guilty to conmtting acts of
gross indecency by allow ng thensel ves to be sodom sed by Anwar.

Dr Mahathir said: "Nobody is going to come out and confess to sonething
that is going to be very damaging to t hensel ves."

He said he was quite sure that Anwar (when he was the DPM had felt
qui te safe because he (Anwar) was under the inpression that these people
(Suknma and Dr Munawar) woul d never admit to sonething that they woul d be
very ashaned of f.

"But as it is, they (Sukma and Dr Munawar) have nade this adm ssion.

So, | think nobody in his right mnd would want to damage hi nsel f by naki ng
such a confession," said the prine mnister.

Asked on Anwar's allegation that Sukma and Dr Munawar were "tortured"
into confessing, Dr Mahathir said Anwar coul d verify whet her they had been
tortured.

He sai d anyone coul d ask Sukma and Dr Munawar if they were tortured



i nt o maki ng a confessi on.

"This is an allegation that he (Anwar) is going to make throughout. He
is going to nake all egations that the whol e government nachi nery, al npst
one mllion people, have conspired to do himin," Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister said it was up to the people to deci de whet her they
wanted to believe Anwar or the one million people working for the
gover nnent .

Asked when Anwar woul d be arrested, he said the due process of |aw
woul d have to take pl ace

"I amquite sure the people who are inplenenting this thing know their
jobs. They will do what is required of them"™ said Dr Mahathir.

He sai d nmany people were very curious about the allegations agai nst
Anwar because of his previous position as deputy prime nnister.

"They want to hear what he is saying. | nean, a |ot of people are very
curious. Reporters are curious. | don't think you are his supporters but
amquite sure you will want to go and hear him Quite interesting," he
sai d.

Asked if it was inevitable that Anwar woul d be arrested, Dr Mahathir
told the foreign reporter who had asked the question that he was entitled
to his suspicion.

"As far as | amconcerned, if the thing is done that is right, then it
shoul d be done," he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was not for himto deci de when Anwar woul d be
arrested and charged in court. "If they (the police) have the evidence and
they can charge him | amquite sure they will do so," he said.

He said that if the authorities had wanted to arrest Anwar after the
Kual a Lunpur Commobnweal t h Ganes as cl ai med by Anwar, they woul d not have
charged Sukma and Dr Munawar in court during the Ganes.

He said the foreign nmedia should not be too suspicious of the actions
taken by the authorities in dealing with the case involving Anwar.

Duri ng the news conference which was nostly packed with foreign
reporters, the prime mnister was al so asked how | ong he wanted Anwar to
serve his sentence

Dr Mahathir replied that he was not enjoying the events that had taken
pl ace since Anwar's sacki ng.

"It is not my nature to gloat...l don't enjoy. I wi sh he (Anwar) hadn't
done this," he said.

Asked about Anwar's plan to lead a rally at Merdeka Square at 4pm
today, Dr Mahathir said he was not concerned at all.

"He's been telling the world that he has been prevented fromdoing this

and that but he has been holding rallies which are illegal. He never asked
for perm ssion.
"When he was in the government, he objected to people holding illega

rallies. Nowthat he is out of the governnent, he thinks that he is
privilaged to hold rallies against the law," Dr Mahathir said.

Anwar clai med that he had been invited by several organisations to be
at the square today, at about the same tinme Queen Elizabeth Il will be at
prayers at a nearby church

Dr Mahathir said Anwar had been saying that he woul d be arrested under
the Internal Security Act but the authorities had not arrested him

"But of course that has not been noticed and a | ot of people think that
people in the opposition have got a lot of privileges and people in the
governnent do not have," he said.
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