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Anwar's actions will not affect econony: Mbhathir

GOVERNMENT neasures to revive the econony are not affected by the so-
called political turnmoil follow ng Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s sacking from
t he Cabi net and Umo, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
yest er day.

"People in this country know exactly the situation. Nobody's dunping
shares because there's political turmoil,” he told a press conference
called to explain the outcone of a special Umo suprene council neeting on
Monday.

He was asked if the Governnent's econonic revival efforts are being
derail ed by problens created by Anwar's dism ssal and if Mnday's Kual a
Lunmpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) Conposite Index's 14.98-point fall was not a
reflection of this.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the First Finance Mnister, pointed out that
contrary to this suggestion, the KLClI has been quite steady over the past
few tradi ng days.

"You may notice our share market has not fallen nmuch," he said.

The KLCl closed 7.13 points higher to close at 385.45 yesterday. Last
Friday, the KLCl had gained 6. 75 points.

Dr Mahathir said |l ocal investors are the major players in the KLSE now
and they are aware of the situation and of the Governnment's ability to
deal with the situation.

He admi tted, however, that Sal onon Smith Barney, the new y-appoi nt nent
financial adviser to Malaysia, may nmeet sone difficulties in tryingto
rai se funds overseas because of the inpression given to foreign investors
by what has been reported about the issue.

Anwar, who was renoved as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Fi nance M nister on
Septenber 2 and sacked from Umo the next day, was arrested under the
Internal Security Act for l|eading his supporters into organising riots at
various places in Kuala Lunpur on Sunday.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Home M nister, said he believes Anwar woul d be
charged in court for sexual m sconduct and other allegations even though
he was bei ng detai ned under the | SA

But the decision to charge will be nade by the prosecutors and the
police, he said when asked if Anwar woul d not be charged for sexua
m sconduct and treason now t hat he was bei ng detai ned under the | SA

Dr Mahathir said the police was going to charge Anwar in court after
completing its investigations but Anwar's actions forced themto nake the
arrest on Sunday ni ght.

Since his dismssal, Anwar had held rallies at his residence in Bukit
Darmansara and nosques in the city, and travelled to several states to tel
his supporters that there was a high-level conspiracy in the party and the
Governnent to end his political ascend.

Dr Mahathir said he believes Anwar was courting detention under the | SA
so that he would not be charged in court for the all eged nisconduct,
treason and corruption.

"But | believe it is (the police's) intention to bring himto court and
charge himthrough normal (court) procedures. This is sonething that Anwar
doesn't want. He does not want to face an open court and be tried in a
real court.

"He wanted to be arrested under the | SA so that he can accuse the
CGover nnent of being oppressive and dictatorial," he added.



Dr Mahathir said it would not be appropriate if Minawar Anees and Sukma
Dar mawan (who pl eaded guilty in court last Saturday to charges of being
sodom sed by Anwar) were put on trial while Anwar, who is accused of
committing the crinme on the two men, is not tried in court.

The Prime Mnister said Anwar has his rights, including to appeal.

"W are not denying his rights under the Malaysian |laws. W follow the
Mal aysi an | aws. "

At a suggestion that the court could be biased in its decision, Dr
Mahat hir rem nded the press conference that Umo was declared null and
void in 1987 by a Mal aysi an court.

"I would like to renmind that it was a Ml aysi an court which decl ared
Umo illegal ... | don't know whether there is another instance in world
hi story where the governing party faced such a situation.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about conments nmade by Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Wn Ismail in an interviewthat she feared her husband m ght be
injected with the HHV AIDS virus to prove the allegations of sodony.

"I think she is a doctor. She knows very well that if you inject the
virus today you can't prove you have the virus in a day. It takes a | ong
time before a person really show signs of having the H'V virus," the Prine
M ni ster said, adding that this was the first time the Ml aysian police
have been accused of such

The Umo president also tal ked about the difficulties he and ot her Umo
| eaders faced in trying to explain to the peopl e about Anwar and the
actions taken against the fornmer Umo deputy president.

"It is difficult for me to explain and | think it is also difficult for
them (Umo | eaders) to explain," he added.

But the Governnment will continue to explain to the public. At the same
time, Dr Mahathir urged the people to abide by the law and I et the court
deci des whet her Anwar is guilty or otherw se.

On the special suprene council neeting, Dr Mahathir said all nenbers
supported the nove to detain Anwar and six others under the |ISA for
t hreat eni ng nati onal security.
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