21/ 09/ 1998

Anwar's call reflects desperation: Mhathir

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahims call for himto resign reflects the fornmer Deputy Prine
M ni ster's desperati on.

"I'n his desperation, he has to come up with sonmething ... | understand
his feelings. He has been dism ssed. Since he cannot dism ss ne he asks
for ny resignation. | think it is entirely logical," Dr Mahathir said.

"Since he (Anwar) cannot dismiss ne, so it is entirely logical for him
to ask for nmy resignation," Dr Mahathir told |ocal and foreign journalists
after visiting the main press centre of the Conmpbnwealth Ganes at M nt
Hotel in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

Anwar who was renoved as Deputy Prime M nister and Finance M nister
bef ore being expelled fromUmmo early this nmonth for alleged | ow noral
conduct, treason and corruption.

Hi s adopted brother, Sukna Darrmawan, 37, and friend and sonetinmes speech
witer Dr Munawar A. Anees, 51, pleaded guilty separately in court on
Saturday to charges of allowi ng Anwar to perform sodonmy on them

Anwar has deni ed these allegations. Last week at rallies in Kual a
Terengganu and Batu Pahat, he had called on Dr Mahathir to resign.

"It was entirely logical for him(Anwar) to ask for ny resignation. He
is amn in desperation who will nake all kinds of accusations," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

O Sukma and Munawar, Dr Mahathir said: "Nobody is going to cone out and
confess to sonmething that is going to be very damagi ng to thensel ves."

The two nmen were jailed six nonths each by the Sessions Court for
commtting the crine.

On Anwar's all egation that Sukna and Munawar may have been "tortured"
into confessing, Dr Mahathir said Anwar can verify whet her they had been
tortured.

In fact, he said anyone can ask Sukma and Dr Munawar if they were
tortured i nto nmaki ng a confessi on.

"This is an allegation that he (Anwar) is going to make throughout. He
is going to accuse that the whol e governnment machi nery, alnost one mllion
peopl e, have conspired to do himin," he added.

On whet her Anwar woul d be arrested, Dr Mahathir said the due process of
| aw woul d have to take place.

"If (the police) have the evidence and they can charge him | amquite
sure they will do so."

Bernana reports: The people will not allow Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad to be defeated in his Kubang Pasu parlianentary
constituency in the next general election especially by soneone |ike Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahimwho is involved in various cases, said forner president
of Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d yesterday.

He said Dr Mahathir had served well not only his constituents but al so
the country and the worl d.

' no way soneone |ike Anwar who is involved in many cases coul d ever
be nore influential that the PM and it is not possible that the PMwil |
be defeated," he said when asked to comment on Anwar's intention to
contest in the parlianentary constituency in the next el ection.

Speaking to reporters after attending a | uncheon organi sed by | poh Tinur
Umo head Datuk Yahaya Shafie, in I poh, he said no one could be assured of
a 100 per cent support in any constituency as there was bound to be



opposition since Mal aysi a practised parliamentary denocracy.

But, he said he was confident that Dr Mahathir would win easily in
defending his seat in the next election.

On the case of two nen sentenced by the Kual a Lunpur Sessions Court for
six nonths each after pleading guilty to conmitting an act of gross
i ndecency by allowi ng Anwar to sodoni se them Razal ei gh said that whatever
deni al Anwar nmade the peopl e woul d believe the court nore.

Razal ei gh also did not rule out the possibility of contesting for the
deputy president's post which fell vacant follow ng Anwar's sacking in
Umo el ections next year.

“"I"1l wait and see. | have contested many tines and i f Umo menbers want
me to, I'Il think about it,"” he said.

But for now, he said he had no such plan.

Al so present were Ummo Suprene Council nenber Datuk |brahimAli and
former Umo Youth | eader Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Thanby Chi k.
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