03/ 10/ 1998

Anwar's forner political secretary in Indonesia

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahims former political secretary
Mohamad Ezam Mohd Noor, who issued two statenents condeming the Prine

M ni ster and I nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor on the all eged
assault on the forner Deputy Prine Mnister, is in Indonesia.

Cont acted by tel ephone, Ezam said he was in Jakarta to neet some
I ndonesi an political |eaders and friends.

Asked about his exact whereabouts, he said: "I amon the nove."

He deni ed that he had | eft the country for fear of being arrested, but
sources said he had left the country soon after Anwar's arrest.

In a Press statenent issued fromJakarta today, Ezamcl ai ned that the
assault on Anwar while in detention proved that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s regi me "was capabl e of carrying out tyranny and ill-treatment on
whorever, especially the weak".

Anwar was detai ned under the Internal Security Act for inciting violence
during a rally at Dataran Merdeka on Sept 20.

He has since been charged with five counts of corrupt practices and five
counts of having unnatural sex.

Ezam who is deputy head of the Petaling Jaya Sel atan Umo di vi si on,
al so clained that Dr Mahathir had | ost the support of Umo nenbers. His
ot her Press statenent was issued on Sept 30.

Petal i ng Jaya Sel atan Umo division's secretary Zon Abdul Hami d when
contacted, said its head Datuk Kapt (R) Zahar Hashimwas in Russia on a
busi ness trip.

Ezam 30, an Economics graduate fromthe International Islamc
Uni versity, was appointed political secretary to Anwar | ast year.
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