16/ 09/ 1998

Anwar's renoval "~does not affect our liberal policy'

MALAYSI A's | i beral economic policy is not about to change just because
fornmer Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis no longer in the
Governnent, said International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z.

"I hate to disappoint you, but all of us are advocates of |ibera
policies,” she replied to a question fromthe audi ence at a trade
i nvest ment seminar in New York on Monday with regard to Mal aysia's
conmitment to a liberal economic policy follow ng the sacking of Anwar.

Raf i dah added that |iberalisation had al ways been the Governnent's
policy, and it was not Anwar who had been its chief pronoter.

He had been perceived by many in the foreign business conmunity to be
the nost investor-friendly face in the Mal aysi an Governnent and t he
strongest chanpi on of |iberal trade.

She said all menbers of the Cabinet worked as a team and that Anwar,

i ke her, worked collectively towards whatever policy the Governnent m ght
have. Rafidah said the Governnent's policy of liberalising according to
the country's ability and situation renained.

Raf i dah said she was quite perplexed at how foreigners could arrive at
the concl usion that the Governnment's policies were dependent on Anwar.

"I'f one menber of the teamdies or get sacked it does not cause a ripple
as far as governnent policies are concerned."

She told the audi ence that Anwar's renoval was at the discretion of the
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and that it was done purely
because of evidence in relation to allegations of personal inproprieties.

Raf i dah said there was conpelling evidence to warrant Anwar's renobva
fromthe Government and Umo.

"What are the reasons? They' ve got nothing to do with politics, nothing
to do with economic policies and nothing to do with differences of
opi nion."

She said, for exanple, she did not often agree with the Prine M nister,
and neither did he with her. But they worked to convince the other to | ook
into their point of view

Rafi dah said the perception foreigners had of Anwar was perhaps due to
hi s sayi ng what they wanted to hear, and they in return conplinented him
for doing so

"But | have been | ong enough in the business and old enough to know at
what |evel | accept these praises,” she said, adding that when praised -
i ke everyone el se - she felt good too.

But she said she would worry when the prai ses went sky high - ny
goose pinples start to rise into big bunps" - and would try not to |et
themgo to her head.

After the sem nar Rafidah received a letter of support for the Prine
Mnister - in his handling of the Anwar affair - fromthe Ml aysi a
Associ ation of America, a New York-based organi sati on of Mal aysi ans
working in the country.

( END)
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