10 SEP 1998
LEAD Mahat hi r - per cepti on
ANWAR s SACKI NG W LL NOT HAVE LONG TERM EFFECT ON MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today he did not think the sacking of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimfromthe Cabinet will affect Malaysia's fund-raising efforts
to finance economc recovery in the long-term

"It's not going to affect anybody's perceptions (of Malaysia). There's
not going to be a long-termeffect because of this little problem™ he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to newsnen after announci ng the appoi nt rent of
US international financial consultancy firm Sal onon Smth Barney as the
financial adviser to the governnent at Carcosa Seri Negara here.

On the possibility of Anwar being arrested, he said the police were
continuing their investigations and " |'msure they will take action when
t hey have sufficient evidence."

Asked about Anwar's chal |l enge that he be charged in court w thout
further delay so that he can defend hinself, Dr Mahathir said the forner
Deputy Prine M nister was now changi ng his tune.

"Initially he said he didn't have confidence in the courts ... now he
wants to go court," he said.

He said Anwar was chal l enging the authorities while he was surrounded
by t housands of supporters at his house.

"He is making the challenge so that people create probl ens, cause
riots," Dr Mahat hir added.

Anwar was sacked fromthe Cabinet and expelled fromUmo | ast week
all egedly for having | ow norals. The accusations arrayed agai nst hi mrange
fromsodony to consorting with prostitutes.

Dr Mahathir said he suspected that Anwar woul d be waiting w th about
1,000 or 2,000 of his supporters surrounding himin his house so as to
create problenms should police come to pick himup

"And i f anybody gets hurt, then he will get full publicity especially
in the international press. That is what he wants,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar seened to consider hinmself as being different
fromordinary citizens of this country.

"Other citizens, if they are arrested, they are arrested and nobody
creates any problembut here, he is surrounding hinself with a |l ot of smal
boys, university students and all that. And he knows that the police cannot
do anyt hing wi t hout hurting these people.

"And if they (the police) hurt these people, of course people will say
"'"look, police brutality''... there is no police brutality," he said.

In fact, said Dr Mahathir, Anwar was making it difficult for the police
to carry out their duties.

Asked i f Anwar was under house arrest, Dr Mahathir said the fornmer
deputy prinme mnister was actually "arrested" by his own followers who were
surroundi ng hi m

"I can assure you that if you want to wal k alone in any part of
Mal aysi a, you can. But if he drags around 1, 000 people who are willing to
create probl ems whenever |egal action is taken against him then in that
sense he has been arrested by them already," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it appeared that Anwar now has | ost his freedom

"He has no freedom of his own. He has decided that his followers should
surround hi mand keep himthere (in his house)," he said.

On all egations by Anwar that he no |l onger had access to the | ocal



nmedi a, Dr Mahathir said he did not know about it.

However, the Prinme Mnister said he thought that Anwar was receiving a
|l ot nore publicity than he did.

"And certainly very positive publicity in the international media. |
never get that," he said.

Dr Mahathir said recently the foreign nmedia "wote sone nasty things
about ne which is not fair at all."

"So, | also should feel that | should be surrounded by ny foll owers
because of the attack by these (foreign) nedia," he said.

Asked how he felt being attacked by the man whom he had grooned to take
over the country's | eadership, Dr Mahathir said he had been "attacked" by
(other forner) deputy prinme mnisters before.

"It is a common occurence, part of the problens politicians nust be
prepared to face."

On the presence of some Umo | eaders in Anwar's house, Dr Mahathir said
Umo had not banned its | eaders fromseeing him

"There is no ban. (If) they want to go, they can go," he said.

When asked if their presence could be construed as them supporting
Anwar, the Prine Mnister, who is also Umo president, said: "Two or three
peopl e, yes. But we (Umo) have 2,400,000 nenbers. So you can spare that
two or three people. They can stay there pernanently."

When asked how | ong the authorities were planning to allow Anwar to
continue with his political "ceranah" at his house, Dr Mahathir said it was
done within the country's denocratic system

"If we stop, then the nedia, especially the foreign nedia will say that
we are repressive. So, we'll have to put up with it. It's something that
one has to subnmit to if one believes in denocracy,"” Dr Mahathir said. Dr
Mahat hir sai d he had asked Umo divi sional |eaders to hold special prayers
to seek the truth in the charges of immorality agai nst Anwar.

"If I amright, that's okay. If he is right, then he is right," Dr
Mahat hir said, adding that he did not ask for prayers in suppport of
hi nsel f.
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