08 SEP 1998
Mahaht i r - Sacki ng
ANWAR S SACKI NG W LL NOT CAUSE DI SORDER, SAYS PM

BANG , Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimas Deputy Prine
M ni ster and M nister of Finance will not cause disorder in the country.

"No, | don't think so. The fact that we can see our share market
rising... and generally, Ml aysians are nore disciplined, we do not expect
that kind of problem™ he said.

Dr Mahathir said he did not think the people would want a | eader "of
such | ow nmoral, who got involved in activities of which a | eader at such
| evel would not want to be associated with".

Speaki ng to newsnen after opening the general assenbly of the
Comonweal t h Associ ati on of Public Admi nistration and Managenment ( CAPAM
here, Dr Mahathir who is al so Umo President, said Anwar was trying his
best to force the the authorities to arrest himso that he could becone a
martyr.

By arresting him Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia would publish "al
ki nd of things about this authoritarian governnent of Ml aysia."

Dr Mahathir said there would be no restrictions on Anwar's novenent.

On Anwar's plan to go on a "road-show' apparently to clear his nanme of
all charges, Dr Mahathir said there was no need for himto do that.

"Why the need for roadshow. | don't know why, it's his business. W
took action agai nst hi mbecause of his personal problens, the probl em of
| oose noral s.

"But he tries to draw people's attention to his personal problem to
al | egations against himpurportedly in defence of reformation,” he said.

The Prime M nister said the reformati on novenent (chanpi oned by Anwar)
was not hi ng but a design to hoodw nk the peopl e.

Dr Mahathir al so said that those who used university students to what
they claimed as seeking justice for themwere actually "al nost bankrupt".
"You can bring students and ask themto do quite a |l ot of things but

not the public. People nust be ready to support voluntarily.

"When you go and pick up university students to support you to | end
nmoral courage to you, then |I think you are al nost bankrupt,” he said.

On the invol verent of several non-governnental organisations (NG3s) in
Anwar's reformati on novenent, Dr Mahathir said: "That's what NGOs are
doi ng. "

He also hit out at foreign nedia for making wild assunptions even after
heari ng expl anati on regardi ng Anwar's di sm ssal

He said the foreign nedia was controlled by the people who were running
it "and they have never said one good word about Ml aysia."

Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia had refused to publish any stories
when the | ocal stock market did well after the introduction of several
econom ¢ neasures recently.

The Prime Mnister said apparently the foreign nmedia spoke highly of
the quality of the forner deputy prine ninister because "he seens to
conformto what you want himto do."

"W can never satisfy the foreign press because you have your own
agenda and your agenda is that Ml aysians are no good peopl e and Ml aysi a
is avery bad place," Dr Mahathir said.
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