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ANVAR S TRI AL TRANSPARENT, SAYS MANI LA

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Philippines has admtted that the
trial of former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis being
conducted in "greater transparency".

Its Foreign Mnister Dom ngo Siazon said there was nmuch transparency in
Anwar's case

"It appeared that Anwar's trial is being conducted in a fair manner,"
he told reporters after attending the bilateral neeting between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and Phili ppi ne President Joseph
Estrada on the sidelines of the Apec Leaders' Summit which starts tonorrow.

"I't looks alright. The due process is what we have been asking for," he
sai d when asked if Estrada had rai sed the Anwar issue with Dr Mahathir.

Estrada had on many occasi ons voi ced support for Anwar and he had even
said that he m ght neet Anwar and his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smail when he is in Malaysia for the Apec Summit.

However, Estrada had deci ded not to nmeet Anwar and Dr Wan Azi zah owi ng
to his tight schedul e.

Si azon al so said Estrada did not raise the Anwar issue with Dr Mahathir
during their bilateral neeting.

Asked if the Philippines was no | onger concerned over Anwar's trial now
that they have acknow edged that there was transparency, Siazon said:
"There is always concern but nost of you who are here have seen the reports
on the trial"

Si azon said the transparency could be seen by the decision of the
Mal aysi an authorities to allow foreigners to observe the trial.

He said even three Philippine congressmen were in Kuala Lunpur recently
"agai nst ny advice" to observe the trial.

Asked why Estrada did not raise the Anwar issue with Dr Mahathir
Si azon expl ai ned that Estrada had indicated that his views were personal

"You have to understand in the context they were nade. They were nade
in his personal capacity and secondly, it was when Anwar was seen with
physical injury when he was under custody,"” he said.

Si azon said there were sone inprovenents when Anwar was rel eased from
the Internal Security Act (ISA) and al so when Dr Mahathir ordered an
investigation into Anwar's all egations of police brutality.

Anwar is facing five charges of corruption and five counts of unnatura
sex.

The resuned hearing on four of the five corruption charges would start
on Nov 23.

Si azon al so said he would not nmeet Anwar's wife Dr Wan Azi zah.

On bilateral ties, Siazon said Ml aysia and the Philippines enjoyed
good rel ations.
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