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APEC BUSI NESS SUMM T PARTI Cl PANTS REJECT GORE' S STATEMENT

By: S.Durga Varnma

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Several participants of the APEC
Busi ness Summit say US Vice-President Al Gore's public support for the
so-called reformnovenent in this country is inappopriate and rude

Dr Shafiq Sit Abdul | ah, executive director of the Apec Business
Advi sory Council, said CGore perhaps did not have an idea of the positive
nood at the summt.

"I believe he realised this when the audi ence did not applaud as one
woul d normal Iy after such an inportant speech," he said today.

CGore, addressing the business summit at a dinner |ast night, described
those involved in the "reformasi" novenent as "the brave peopl e of
Mal aysi a" outragi ng many of those present.

Dr Shafiq said: "I believe the nood will change for the better. There
has been too nmuch incorrect reporting in sonme nedia in the US. This perhaps
shaped hi s m sinforned statenent.

"At a tinme when we are opening Apec to the rest of the world, it is sad
that the vice-president cannot adopt a nore statesnanli ke approach to
t hi ngs."

Noel Gould, a nenber of the US-Asean Business Council, said Ml aysia
had been a "great" host for the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation forum

It had been "very open to all viewpoints, very strong nutual respect
and col | aboration in keeping with Apec's m ssion.

"I't is unfortunate that the vice-president took a dramatically
di fferent approach," he said.

A Chinese del agate said Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had won many new supporters and Gore had "basically shot hinmself in
the foot. It was both i nappropriate and the wong tine on a wong subj ect
matter."

And a Canadi an del egate said the fact that the other |eaders stayed on
for dinner while Gore | eft showed that Ml aysia' s gesture was appreci ated
but the vice-president's statenent was not well received.

A US sponsor of the business summit said it would "definitely wite in
to the Wiite House to show our displeasure with the vice-president's
statenment."

Said a participant of the VIM gl obal interview "How can anyone be so
rude. Al CGore's statenent was totally out of context. Maybe he had no
know edge of how successful the buiness snmmt has been,”

Asked for her reaction, a US del egate at the dinner said: "Wat can
say. | amenbarrassed."

A foreign reporter likened CGore's action to "one of the Apec | eaders
goi ng to Washington and pronoting Ken Starr's report at the Apec Summit as
an exanple of the rule of |aw.

"I could not believe ny ears. He was so out of synch with the nood of
the busi ness community here fromall over APEC. Al Gore overl ooked the fact
that the sunmit was attended by CEGCs fromall over the APEC region and not
only fromthe US," he said.
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