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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- The Apec International Trade Fair '98,
to be held at the Mnes Exhibition Centre fromNov 13 to 16, will be an
excel l ent venue for Apec econom es and Mal aysi an conpanies, in particul ar,
to prove their resilience in facing the current economc difficulty, the
Mal aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade), the host of the
trade fair, said today.

The exhibition is staged to coincide with the Asia Pacific Econom c
Cooperation (Apec) forumfromNov 12 to 19, which will w tness the presence
of top-level economc officials and ministers, captains of industry as well
as statesnen.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will officially open the
trade fair thened "Enhanci ng @ obal Conpetitiveness Through Technol ogy and
Human Resour ces Devel oprent”, on Nov 13.

Matrade said the trade fair will focus on new technol ogi es and skilled
manpower that contribute to the devel opnent of Apec economni es.

It will also feature products, technol ogi es and programmes related to
"emer gency preparedness” to build expertise in the area of environnental
crisis in the region.

Mat rade expects the fair to attract sone 20,000 visitors, including
trade buyers fromoverseas

"I't will be an excellent venue for Apec economies to pronote their
products, services and technologies," said a Matrade of ficial.

Si xty Mal aysi an conpani es and exhibitors fromall nenber econoni es have
confirmed their participations in the trade fair

Anong the Mal aysian firnms are Petronas, DRB-H com Group, Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Bhd, Gol den Hope Pl antations, Renong G oup, Southern Bank Bhd,

Cel com Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd and Nestl e Products Sdn Bhd.

The exhi bition venue, neasuring 10,000 sg m will be opened to trade
visitors froml0amto 7pmdaily and to the public from4pmto 7pmdaily

Anmong products and services which will be pronoted include high-tech
computer parts and conponents, food products, furniture, banking products,
automati ve parts and engi neering consul tancy servi ces.

Nestl e Products Sdn Bhd said it will use the trade fair to reiterate
its commtnment to the manufacturing and marketing of halal food products.

"Besi des supporting the government's effort to pronote hal al food
products, we will also assist the MuslimConsuner Association of Ml aysia
to create better awareness anongst consuners, particularly Mislimconsuners
that there is a choice between halal and non-hal al food products,” said its
corporate affairs manager Tengku Mari na Badl i shah

Nestle's participation is also with the objective to provide on-hand
information to consuners and visitors on Nestle's halal range of food
products and to informon its halal processes |locally and overseas.

The conpany currently exports nearly RML70 million of halal products to
over 40 countries and plans to expand its export market to other Muslim
countries in Central Asia in the near future.

In conjunction with the neeting, Matrade will organi se the Apec
Busi ness Forumfrom Nov 13 to 16, to all ow nenber econoni es to nake
presentations on trade and i nvestnment opportunities available in the
respective countries.

According to Matrade's official, the forumis also with the objective
to dissemnate information and to strengthen trade and i nvestnent between



21 Apec econormi es.
So far, 11 economies will nake presentations at the conplimentary
forum which will nake avail able 90 seats for every presentations.
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