24/ 10/ 1998

“Apec i s about economics, not politics

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the question of his
bilateral neeting with US President Bill Cinton at the Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Co-operation summit in Kuala Lunpur next nonth did not arise as
Apec was a nultil ateral conference on econony.

He was commenting on reports quoting a US Adm nistration official as
saying Cinton "will not pay the customary visit to Dr Mahathir" as a
protest, anong others, for the detention of former Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m

"Why nmust this be rai sed? There have been occasi ons when we ski pped
nmeeti ngs hosted by others," he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so enphasi sed that Apec was all about econonics and
nothing to do with politics.

He said there woul d not be any Apec if there were attenpts to change the
summt to a political forum "Then it is no |longer Apec. |If you want to
protest, do it sonme other tine."

Dr Mahat hir had expressed the hope that the US would not for the second
ti me oppose Japan's intention to offer loans to ailing Asian econom es.

"When Japan proposed the Asian Fund and offered US$100 billion (RV380
billion), the US pressured Japan to w thdraw t he proposal because it
underm ned the power that the International Monetary Fund had over the
financial policies of countries in the East.

"Now, Japan has once again offered US$30 billion as |oans to Asian
countries. W hope the US will not, once again, oppose it."
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