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APEC- NEW5- CYBERJAYA LEAD
APEC LEADERS LEAVE FOR HOVE AFTER SUCCESSFUL APEC RETREAT

By: E. Sivabal an

CYBERJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Apec |eaders started |eaving for hone
today after their customary retreat in Cyberjaya, some 40km south of Kual a
Lunpur, but not before agreeing to bring the issue of regul ati on of
international financial markets to the Goup of 22 for discussion.

The deci sion was reached after about eight hours of discussion at the
Cybervi ew Lodge, a resort located in the mdst of oil pal mplantations and
an area poised to be Malaysia's intelligent city.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad as Apec chairman then
read out the Apec declaration near the | odge's poolside before allow ng
reporters to ask three questions. Two of themwere on U S. Vice-President
Al CGore's statenment on the anti-government "reforn novenent and anot her
was on the financial market.

Dr Mahathir then bade farewell to the | eaders.

Their day in Cyberjaya started with a group photograph session near the
pool side anmid tight security as a police helicopter hovered above.

The | eaders showed up at the retreat in colourful "batik" attire under
clear skies after a hectic day of bilateral neetings and a briefing from
t he Apec Busi ness Advisory Council (ABAC) in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The nal e | eaders donned "bati k" shirts which reportedly cost RVM600 each
while the only wonman | eader, New Zeal and Prine M nister Jenny Shipley, was
clad in a lavender-col oured floral "baju kebaya" with a blue sash or
"sel endang”.

Dr Mahat hir had said that Cyberjaya was chosen as the venue for the
retreat to provide the |l eaders with an atnosphere of |ush greenery and a
sceni ¢ | andscape, and to showcase the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC), the
country's hub for devel opnent of nultimedia products and servi ces.

The | eaders from 21 Pacific R meconom es were on their second and
final day of the Asia-Pacific Econonmi c Cooperation (Apec) sumit.

Dr Mahat hir shook hands with the | eaders as they began arriving from38
a.m

The nedia focus was on Dr Mahathir and Gore who enraged Mal aysi ans by
supporting the anti-government "refornf nmovement in his speech at an Apec
busi ness di nner | ast Mnday.

The prime mnister shook hands with Gore before taking the American
| eader to sign an Apec conmenorative plaque. The other |eaders al so signed

t he pl aque.
After the group photograph session, the nedia representatives waited at
a holding area nearby until it was tine to cover the reading of the

decl aration later in the evening.

Besi des Dr Mahathir, Gore and Shipley, the other |eaders at the retreat
i ncluded Australian Prine M nister John Howard, Brunei's Sultan Hassana
Bol ki ah, Canadi an Prinme M nister Jean Chretien, Chilean President Eduardo
Frei Ruiz Tagle, Chinese President Jiang Zem n, Hong Kong China Chi ef
Executive Tung Chee Hwa, and Indonesia's President B.J.Habi bie.

O hers were Japan's Prine M nister Keizo Cbuchi; South Korean President
Ki m Dae- Jung; Mexi can President Ernesto Zedillo; Papua New Qui nea Prine
M nister Bill Skate; Philippine President Joseph Estrada; Singapore Prine
M ni st er Goh Chok Tong; Chinese Taipei's representative Dr Chiang Pin-kung;
Thai Prinme Mnister Chuan Leekpai; Peru President Al berto Fujinori; Russian
Prime M nister Yevgeny Prinmakov; and Vi etnanese Prine M nister Phan Van
Khai .



After the photo session, the | eaders proceeded to the m ni conference
hall for their "retreat neeting".

They broke for [unch and were served with | ocal dishes such as "satay
Kaj ang" (a barbecued neat dish) and "soto ayamt (a spicy chicken soup).
After bidding farewell to the | eaders, Dr Mahathir left for a news

conference at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses Hotel in Kuala Lunpur
Cyberjaya, a core conponent of the 750-sq km MSC, is |located on a
2,800-ha site being devel oped using the environnment-friendly concept.
Cyberjaya is situated five kilometres north of Dengkil on the road
| eadi ng towards Puchong and is next to Putrajaya, the federal governnent's
proposed adm ni strative centre on a 7,000-ha site.
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