14/10/ 1998

Apec “needs to co-operate to boost travel industry’

LANGKAW, Tues. - At atime of financial crisis in sonme of the Apec nenber
econom es where touri smhas been adversely affected, there is a need for
nmore active co-operation to pronote tourism Culture, Arts and Tourism

M ni st er Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k sai d today.

Speaking to reporters after opening the 13th nmeeting of the Tourism
Wirking Goup of the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation at Sheraton
Langkawi , he said noney was the key to pronoting the country overseas and
he was confident that the resources would be nade avail able as Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad has i npressed on the inportance of
adverti sing.

"Ml aysi a has taken several neasures to overcone the financial crisis,"
he said, adding that the short-termneasures taken to stabilise the
currency and insul ate the econony m ght inconveni ence tourists in the
begi nni ng.

He said Mal aysia had now shifted its enphasis in nmarketing, fromselling
the country as a whole to one of specific product-based canpai gn.

"Besides it has adopted a new strategy by staging international sports
and recreation events," he added.

The TWG, formed in 1991 to recognise tourismas an inportant industry of
econom ¢ growt h and soci al devel opnent presently conprises 18 nenbers and
t hree nenber designhates - Peru, Russia and Vietnam- who are to be
accepted as full menbers at next nmonth's Apec Mnisterial Meeting in Kuala
Lunpur.

The three-day neeting chaired by Malaysia is working on a programe of
action to enhance areas of co-operation related to the tourismindustry.
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