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THE Asi a Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) |eaders agreed on the need to
address the social inpact of the econonmic crisis through retraining of

di spl aced workers and strengthening the community spirit within the

gr oupi ng.

In the Apec econonic | eaders' declaration in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, the
| eaders reaffirmed the rol e played by human resources devel opnent to
ensure sustained growh in the Asia Pacific econonies into the next
Century.

The | eaders have endorsed the 1998 Kual a Lunpur Action Programe on
Skills Devel opnent in Apec that outlines approaches towards a speedy
buil ding up of skills base of the region's workforce.

The action progranme seeks to encourage greater participation of the
private sector in skill devel opment within Apec as well as contribute
t owar ds sust ai nabl e growt h, equitabl e devel opnent and i nproving the soci al
wel | - bei ng of the people through skills upgrading.

The action programre outlines approaches towards a speedy buil ding up of
skills base of the region's workforce in four specific areas.

The first area is the upgrading of industrial skills base where if done
across Apec economies, will contribute toward greater efficiency, enhanced
technol ogy fl ow and i ncreased productivity, resulting in nore efficient
and effective utilisation of resources.

The second focus, spawning of new entrepreneurs, calls for the thriving
smal | and nedi umentreprises to be further encouraged.

Meanwhi |l e, the third focus, technology skills for the new nmillenium
calls for a workforce that is equi pped with newskills to match the rapid
pace of transformation forman industrial econony to an econony that is
characteri sed by greater use of technol ogy.

The final area, strengthening institutional infrastructure to facilitate
trade and investnent |iberalisation includes the capacity for nore
effective inplementation of facilitati on and supervisory neasures.

The decl aration, which was read out by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, stated that the action programme is a significant inroad
i nto public-business collaborative partnership in skills devel opnment.

"We have made a conmitnent to a franework to advance human resources
devel opnent across the entire spectrumof our work plan ... This programme
recogni ses the value of the contribution of the business sector and
underscores Apec's continuing of its outreach to the business conmunity,"”
Dr Mahat hir said.

The obj ective of the action programme on skills devel opnent that is
attached to the declaration, stated that in the face of current econonic
crisis, Apec has agreed that there is a need to address the social inpact
of the crisis.

"As Apec progresses towards a decade of regional cooperation, efforts
towards achi eving the vision of stability, security and prosperity for our
peoples will be further strengthened through an Apec action programe on
skills devel opnent.

"The objective of the programme is to contribute towards sustai nabl e
growt h and equi tabl e devel opnent, while reduci ng econonic di sparaties and
i mproving the social well-being of the people, through skills upgrading,"”
he sai d.

He added that the action programe on skills devel opnent, by draw ng out



sust ai ned and concerted efforts on skills devel opment with direct inpact

on the beneficiaries, will contribute towards maxi nm sing the potential for

econom ¢ grow h and i nproving the well -being of the people in the region.
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