25 JUN 1998
RAFI DAH- APEC
APEC REPRESENTS PLATFORM FOR MUTUAL BENEFI T, RAFI DAH SAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- Malaysia would Iike to see APEC
bei ng used by everyone to open up markets for mutual benefit, internationa
trade and industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today.

Speaking to reporters after the official opening of the "SM Showcase
1998" by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad here, she said, "W
do not want to use APEC as a battering ramto open up the econom es of
ot her countries. Malaysia would not Ilike to be in that position.”

Rafi dah al so said all APEC nenber countries would like to see their
mar ket s bei ng opened up as and when possi bl e.

"Flexibility is very inportant as it woul d take care of everybody's
i nterest. Nobody should therefore have the inpression that we can use APEC
to open up another country's market. It is not about that, APEC is about
mut ual benefits."

Speaki ng at the opening earlier, she said the success of cross-border
| i nkages basical |y hinged upon the support of |arger conpanies, especially
mul i t nati onal conpani es openi ng up opportunities for local small and nmedi um
i ndustries (SMs) to becone conpetitive parts and conponents suppliers.

Due to the gl obalised operations of |arger conpanies, the |inkages
between SMs and nul tinational corporations (MNC s) woul d serve as
springboard for Mal aysian SM conpani es to go gl obal, she said.

She was confident that with the support provided by the MNC s network
of operations thoroughout the world, globalisation could becone a reality.

The ninister advised MNCs to utilise |ocal SM conpanies for the
producti on of high val ue-added parts conponents and servi ces.

"The MNCs can concentrate upon the critical systemintegration, testing
or production of proprietary conmponents," she added.

She was al so optim stic that cross-border |inks would encourage
I i nkages of not only between | arge and snall and nedi um conpani es but al so
anong t hensel ves. -- BERNAMA
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