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APEC- News- Pol i tics
APEC SHOULD NOT | GNORE PQOLI Tl CAL | SSUES, SAYS CHANDRA MJZAFFAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernamm) -- The ongoi ng APEC neetings here shoul d
not ignore political issues as they are interrelated with econonmc natters,
President of the International Mvenment for a Just Wrld (JUST) Dr Chandra
Muzaf far sai d today.

"W agree that APEC is basically a forumwhich focuses on econom c
cooperation and economc issues but inreality, you cannot separate
econom c issues frompolitical issues,"” he said at a news conference here.

The joint press conference was called by the Council of the Ml aysi an
Peopl e' s Movenent for Justice and the Coalition For People's Denocracy.

It was attended by Gerak Chairman Datuk Haji Fadzil Noor, who is al so
PAS presi dent, Gagasan chairnman Tian Chua, and other | eaders and
representatives of Gerak.

JUST is one of the 29 nmenbers of Gerak which conprises politica
parti es, non-governnental organisations (NG3s) and individuals.

Dr Muzaffar said the political parties and the NGO were concerned
about gl obal injustices, including issues connected with the role of the
I nternational Monetary Fund (IMF) in the recent financial crisis in East
Asi a.

"W are concerned about the concentration of economic power in the
hands of a few at the global |evel and and its consequences for the
countries in the South," he said.

Wil e they were concerned about gl obal injustices, they were al so
concerned about injustices within Mlaysia, he said.

"You cannot be concerned about gl obal injustices and not take a
position on injustices within the country and what has happened to (former
Deputy Prine Mnister) Anwar | brahimand all the other issues related to
it," he said.

Dr Muzaffar said the way the governnent was hel ping big corporations
during the econonmi ¢ downturn was al so causi ng concern

Earlier, Fadzil and Tian read out a joint press statenent in Bahasa
Mal aysi a and English respectively.

Anmong ot her things Gerak and Gagasan called on the government to nake
public the report on the assault on Anwar and nmete out puni shnent agai nst
whoever was responsi bl e.

They also called for the Anwar trial and other cases connected with the
Anwar epi sode to be conducted in accordance with the hi ghest standard of
justice and fairness.

They asked that all Internal Security Act (I SA) detainess be freed and
call ed on the governnent to ensure that the people are free to speak,
organi se, associate and assenble in a peaceful manner in pursuit of their
denocratic goal s and i deal s.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad shoul d al so prepare to
hol d a general el ection as soon as possible, they said.
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