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APEC- NEWS- MVAHATHI R
APEC 1998 MEETI NG SI GNI FI CANT W TH NEW MEMBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- The Apec 1998 neeting is significant
with the adm ssion of Peru, Russia and Vietnamas new nenbers, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said.

In his forward in the nedi a handbook, Dr Mahathir said their
participation in Apec, the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation forum would
contribute to a greater sense of conmmunity in the Asia-Pacific region.

He said Malaysia, in particular, welconmed the three econom es as new
menbers of Apec.

Mal aysia, the current chair of Apec, will host the sixth Apec econonic
| eaders nmeeting on Nov 17-18 and the 10th ministerial neeting on Nov 14-15.

Senior officials will neet on Nov 12-13 to finalise the agenda.

As the Apec host this year, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a had pursued the
initiatives given by the econonic | eaders in 1997,

He said a whol e year was devoted to realising the objectives of trade
liberalisation and investnent facilitation in the Asia-Pacific region by
2010 for devel oped econoni es and 2020 for devel opi ng nenbers.

He said in the process, it had al so brought the Apec nenbers closer in
the spirit of mutual respect and cooperati on.

Dr Mahathir said the people of Ml aysia were happy and proud to play
host to all the | eaders, acconpanyi ng persons and del egates to the neeting.
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