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APPL| CATI ON OF FOREI GN STUDENT PASSES S| MPLI FI ED

KUALA LUWPUR, Dec 23 (Bernama) -- Effective January 2, foreign students
pursui ng hi gher education in this country need no | onger obtain Ml aysian
student visa in the country of their origin and required to have only the
nornmal travel docunent, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d.

He said the application of student visa for foreign students woul d be
handl ed by the respective public or private institutions of higher |earning
(I PTA or IPTS) and after obtaining approval fromthe I mmgration
Department, the foreign students concerned woul d be inforned of their
application.

He said that the foreign students woul d be issued the student passes on
arrival in Mlaysia.

"The | PTA and | PTS concerned woul d nake the necessary applications for
the students and after scrutiny by the Imrigration Departrment and if the
application is in order, approval for the student passes would be given to
the respective | PTA and | PTS," he told reporters after the weekly
post-cabi net neeting at his mnistry.

He said with the nove the procedure for obtaining i mmgration docunents
for foreign students pursuing higher education in the country would be
faster and easier, that is within two weeks.

Naji b said he had been infornmed of the new procedure by | nmgration
Director-General Datuk Aseh Che Mat and it had been approved by Home
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Under the ol d procedure, a foreign student woul d have to obtain the
student visa at the Mal aysi an enbassy or representative office in his or
her country of origin before coming here.

The process took a long time and was i nconveni ent and expensive for the
foreign student as the Ml aysi an representative office was not found in al
pl aces, he said.

Najib said the I mrigration Departnent used conputers to process and
keep statistics and records of foreign students studying in Ml aysi a.

He said each I PTA and I PTS were also required to sign a guarantee and
be responsible for the foreign students and their behaviour.

He expressed confidence that efforts to turn Malaysia into a centre for
educational excellence in the region woul d recei ve better response besi des
encour agi ng nore foreign students to seek further education in Ml aysia.

He said that according to Inmgration Departnent statistics, the nunber
of foreign students in the country increased significantly from5,635 in
1986 to 9,075 in 1997.

Up to Cctober, there were 11,733 foreign students pursuing higher
studies in the country and t he nunber was expected to rise further.

I ndonesi a had the | argest nunber of students here followed by China,

Si ngapore, |ndia, Japan, Korea, Bangl adesh, Ml di ves and Brunei.

Naj i b hoped the new procedure woul d sol ve the probl enms posed by agents
chargi ng exhorbitant fees to handl e the application for passes as was the
case in China.

He said the I mmgration Departnent would brief the | PTA and | PTS on the
new procedures and issue circulars to the state I mm grati on Departnents,
| mmigration Attaches and Mal aysi an Representative O fices abroad.

On the mnistry's nove requiring pre-university students to sit for the
Mal aysi an Uni versity English Test (MJET) although a pass is not conpul sory,
he said there were actually differences of opinion on the nmatter.



He said the governnent felt that passing the MJET was not conpul sory in
the early stages but the test was necessarry to ensure that students and
the school s | aid enphasis on the inportance of the English | anguage.

MJET al so ai nmed to assess the | evel of understanding of English
| anguage anong students and to strengthen the system of education for
Engl i sh | anguage.

Asked whet her the governnent would nake it conmpul sory to pass the MJET
in future, Najib said it would be reviewed in stages and according to the
si tuati on.

"We nmust be sensitive to the issue and | ook at the performance (in
mastering the English |anguage) in the rural areas, don't think of the

urban areas only. W will inplement (the conpul sory pass) when the
situation allows it and we have to be fair to all parties,” he added.
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