31/ 03/ 1998

1,080 applications received for young programrers' club

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The M crosoft-New Straits Times Young Progranmmers
Club's (M/PC) e-mail nmentoring progranme received an overwhel m ng response
wi th about 1,080 people - all youngsters - submitting their applications
by 6pm today.

Sel ected applicants will have to pay a nenbership fee of RML, 000 each
for the eight-nmonth MyPC programe.

They wi Il be sponsored through a uni que corporate sponsorshi p progranme.

MyPC creator Derrik Khoo said the progranme under whi ch youngsters woul d
| earn through the Internet, was expected to notivate themto excel in
programm ng and i nprove comuni cati on and probl em sol ving skills.

The approach will create one-on-one rel ati onshi ps between professional s
in the information technol ogy i ndustry and students.

"The concept of the nmentoring the young is not new. Using e-mail and the
Internet to transfer know edge is a novel idea," he said.

The programme will create a virtual classroomfor group di scussions and
on-line question and answer sessi ons.

Menbers can expect near-instant feedback through on-1ine nessagi ng which
wi || encourage team based activities and pronote di stance | earni ng.

The club's activities will be gender-neutral with an enphasis on the
fact that programmng is easy and fun.

MyPC is a programe to discover and nurture young tal ents and was
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and M crosoft
chai rman and chi ef executive officer Bill Gates on Mar 18.

It will conplenent the Multimedia Super Corridor with its mssionto
pronote software devel opnent as one of the key careers of the future.

The programe is nanaged by Khoo, who is chief executive officer of
Brave & Bold Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Patinas Conputers Bhd.

(END)



	1,080 applications received for young programmers' club (NST 31/03/1998)

