25/ 03/ 1998

Applications to join virtual club breach 500 mark

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - More young Mal aysi ans have indicated their interest
inthe Mcrosoft-New Straits Tinmes Young Programrers Club (MyPC), with
over 217 menbership applications received as at 4pmtoday. This brings the
total applications past the 500 mark.

The majority of the entries cane by post but a sizeable nunber was faxed
and e-nail ed.

Anmong the nore interesting applications received were those sent by four
girls, all of whomhave experience in Mcrosoft Visual Basic programi ng.

The application that rai sed eyebrows was the one from 12-year-ol d Sophi a
Wwong Chin Ee of Sarawak. She has her own PC and e-nmil address, as well as
her own Website on the Internet.

The other interesting application was from1l1l-year-old Andriyani Mhd
Ghazal i of Raub, Pahang. She too has her own PC and accesses the Internet
from hore.

Then there is the entry from 13-year-old Tan Shu Q ng of Tel uk Intan
who is a PC owner with her own e-nail address. Fourteen-year-old Neerajin
Nal | at hanby, who al so has her own PC and e-mmil| address, is the fourth

girl.
MyPC, | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
M crosoft chai rman and chi ef executive officer Bill Gates | ast week, is an

attenpt to discover and nurture young Ml aysi an progranmm ng tal ents aged
15 and below. The title sponsors are M crosoft Ml aysia Sdn Bhd and t he
New Straits Tines.

A "virtual" club, MyPC s activities will be conducted | argely over the
Internet and is expected to start its operations in May. There will al so
be field trips and regul ar face-to-face neetings for nmenbers to exchange
i deas and col | aborate on projects.

MyPC i s expected to conplenment the Miltinedia Super Corridor by draw ng
the attention of parents of young children to the abundant opportunities
that will be created by Malaysia's rush into the Information Age.

The programe is nmanaged by MyPC creator Derri k Khoo, chief executive
of ficer of Brave & Bold Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Patinmas Conputers Berhad.
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