18/ 12/ 1998

Appoi nt ment of new DPM still being consi dered

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d yesterday he was stil
consi dering whether to appoint a Deputy Prime M nister before next year's
Umo el ecti ons.

He said initially he wanted Umo nmenbers to deci de who the next Deputy
Prime M nister should be by electing a deputy president at the party
el ecti ons.

"But certain people including senior nmenbers of the party have expressed
the viewthat it was too long a wait. Anything may happen to ne, sonething
they al ways seemto worry about. Therefore, (they feel) |I should consider
appointing a Deputy Prime Mnister. | amstill considering at the nonent,"
he sai d when asked about the possibility of the appoi ntnent of a Deputy
Prinme M nister soon.

Dr Mahathir, who was in Hanoi to attend the Sixth Asean Summit which
ended on Wednesday, was speaking at a Press conference before returning to
Kual a Lunpur.
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