09/ 04/ 1998

Call to speed up approval s of new tenples

KUALA LUMPUR, Wd. - MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu today said he

woul d rem nd Hi ndus not to build tenples illegally but at the sanme tine,
urged | ocal authorities to speed up approval of applications for new
t enpl es.

He woul d be neeti ng about 200 representatives fromH ndu organi sati ons
and temples fromall States on April 19.

"We are preparing sone guidelines for them They nust not build on ot her
peopl e's I and and i ndivi dual s shoul d stop building small shrines,” he told
reporters after delivering his w ndi ng-up address on points raised by MPs
during the debates on the notion of thanks on the Royal Address.

The problemof an illegal tenple in Kanpung Rawa i n Penang had led to a
cl ash between two groups on March 27 which had to be broken up by police
using tear gas.

Sany Vel lu said applications for tenples on privatel y-owned | and shoul d
be speedi |y approved by | ocal authorities but this was not al ways the
case.

On the Hindu festival Panghuni Utiramon April 10, Sany Vel lu said the
policeinitially did not allowthe cel ebrations to be hel d.

He sai d he had appealed to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
who agreed that the cel ebrati ons can go on but for Penang, it should be
held at only one tenple.
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