28/ 02/ 1998
Approved: RvMB8m pl an for wetlands sanctuary

Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
approved a RVMb8 nillion master plan for the rehabilitati on and devel opnent
of Paya | ndah, the Ml aysi an Wetl and Sanctuary i n Kual a Langat, Sel angor.

Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon said
today the approval was given yesterday during a special briefing on the
| at est devel opnents of the project.

Al so present at the briefing were Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu
Hassan Omar, MAF chairman Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, foundation nmenber Tan
Sri Razali Ismail and Sel angor State Secretary Datuk Hashi m Meon.

"Most of the funding will come fromthe private sector but the
foundation is also |l ooking into other possibilities such as the issuing of
green bonds or even public donations," he said.

Mur al ee said Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad al so
agreed that the National Heritage Fund be used to fund the project for the
first five years.

Despite the current economic problens, he said the project would stil
go on and the conm tnent shown by the backers was as strong as before.

Mur al ee said he was convinced that the project would give good returns
on investnent due to its uni queness and al so | ocation near the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport in Sepang.

Furthernore, the sanctuary would al so bring economic spin-offs to
nei ghbouring areas.

"However, we will have to market it properly and aggressively.

Prof essionals will be engaged for pronotional programes and to put
t oget her packages."

He said the foundati on woul d now concentrate on getting the place ready
intime for visiting heads of state during the Cormonweal th Ganes.

"W will have to get the information centre, admnistrative centre and
restaurant as well as rehabilitation and | andscapi ng work done by then,™
he sai d.

Leaders from Asi a- Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation countries neeting in
Kual a Lunpur in Novenmber will also tour the sanctuary.

Mur al ee said Dr Mahathir, while happy with the proposals in the master
pl an, gave several suggestion to further inprove the plan.

"The Prinme M nister nade sonme suggestions about |andscaping and al so the
type of trees which we could plant in the area. He said for
transportation, horse carriages could be used, while the boats should use
el ectric outboard notors. "

He al so said the foundation was | ooking into working with Tenaga
Nasi onal Berhad so that its electric vehicles could be used for interna
transport within the sanctuary.

Organi sed groups will be allowed once or twice a nonth fromApril so
that they could gain an understandi ng of the project.

"The doors of the sanctuary will be opened to the public by January next
year," Mural ee said.

He said the foundation would have to begin | ooking into funding,
managenent of conmercial concerns within the sanctuary and recruitnment of
gui des.
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