10/ 12/ 1998

PM Mal aysi ans are ready to dare

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The | aunch of the Mal aysi an Book of Records shows
that Mal aysians are willing to face chall enges thrown their way, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

Dr Mahathir said the contents of the book described feats achi eved by
Mal aysi ans whi ch woul d ot herwi se have gone unnoti ced.

"The records refl ect the dedi cation of the men and wonen who braved al |
odds to realise the spirit of Malaysia Boleh,” he said in his message at
the | aunch of the inaugural edition of the Mal aysi a Book of Records at
Dewan Wawasan, Menara PGRMin Cheras.

He was represented by Informati on M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat.

Al so present were Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng
Yai k, MBR founder Danny Qoi and sone of the 1998 MBR record hol ders.

The MBR Awards Nite '98 al so featured two |ive crossover tel ecasts of
record-setting attenpts.

St unt man Sahar uddi n Yusof abseil ed 319 netres fromMenara Kual a Lunpur,
Asia's tallest and the worl d's fourth tall est conmuni cati ons tower, while
at the Menara PGRMfoyer, L. Jayabarathy, 14, pulled two vans contai ni ng
18 passengers with her hair.

Sahar uddi n descended a kenantel static rope made of nyl on and patal on,
wearing a safety harness, with an extra safety-rope as well as reflectors
on his overall.

The nati onwi de search for record hol ders and breakers has so far
resulted in 1,300 new achi evenents.

Anong t hose present were Mah Hassan (the country's first blind | awer),
Ho Sun Foo (tall est man), Omar Abbas (ol dest man at 141 years), Sapok Bi ki
(the first Mal aysi an boxer to win a gold medal at the Commonweal t h Ganes);
P. Letchemanah (the country's strongest man), Saharuddin Yusof (the first
person to abseil the KL Tower) and Sharifah Aini (longest resident
artiste).

Conpani es whi ch are mentioned in the MBR i nclude Binariang Maxis (first
satellite), A" Fanpsa Resort Bhd (| argest water t hene park), Autonobile
Associ ation of Mal aysia (| argest road rescue organi sation), Boh
Pl ant ati ons Sdn Bhd (| argest tea producer), Edaran O onobi| Nasi onal
(1l argest convoy of a single make), 1Cl Paint (M Sdn Bhd (| argest paint
manuf acturer), Great Eastern Life Assurance Co Ltd (ol dest and | ar gest
Iife insurance conmpany), Nestle Products (biggest food manufacturer) and
Sri Ml aysia Hotels (largest hotel chain).

Dr Mahat hir sai d: "These achi evenents not only reflect our will to grow,
our spirit to fight and our strength to i nprove, but also the true grit of
all Ml aysians to face chall enges thrown i n our paths.

"“I'n any endeavour, thresholds and hurdl es nust be surmounted."”

Dr Mahathir al so congratul ated the producer of the book, R&D
Comuni cati ons Sdn Bhd for its determni nati on and perseverance i n conpiling
t he achi evenent s.

"I understand that this is just the start. So |l ong as we continue to
strive, the MBRw || be there to conpil e and update our achi evenents to be
presented to the future generations.

"The MBR is the answer to the Governnment's call towards nation building
and to strive towards a devel oped nation status."

El even categories are featured in the MBR i naugural edition - human
achi evenent s; buil di ngs and structures; busi ness worl d, human bei ngs;



human worl d; living world; nature; science and technol ogy; transport; arts
and entertai nment and sports and ganes.

In his speech, Mohaned Rahmat said while the Governnent had set forth
its vision, it was only appropriate that the people reciprocate and
conplenent this effort by denmonstrating their comritment in nation
bui | di ng.

He sai d the 300-page book, which costs RW8, was a good i nvestnment.

Qoi sai d he had received many criticisms when he first decided to enbark
on the m ssion.

"Afriend of mne even said | was out of ny mind. But with support from
the record breakers, ny pati ence and perseverance are finally paying off."

He sai d he hoped to doubl e the nunber of entries in the next edition
which wi || be produced in the year 2000.
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