09/ 09/ 1998

Dr M Anwar courting arrest so as to be a martyr

BANG , Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday
his fornmer deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwas courting arrest with his
activities and was trying to divert attention fromhis personal problens
by raising the i ssue of refornmns.

Speaki ng to newsnen after opening the general assenbly of the
Conmonweal th Associ ation of Public Adm nistrati on and Managenent (CAPAM,
Dr Mahathir said there were no restrictions on Anwar's novenents

"And | nust say he is trying his best to force the Governnent to arrest
hi m because then he'll be a nartyr and the foreign Press will publish al
ki nds of things about this authoritarian Governnment of Ml aysia," said Dr
Mahat hir.

Asked about Anwar's plans for a reformation novenent and a nationwi de
tour to clear his name, Dr Mahathir said they were attenpts to divert the
public's attention fromhis personal problens.

"What is the reason for a road show? W took action agai nst hi m because
of his personal problens, the probl emof his norals which were not good

"The (reforn) novenent is just a ploy to deceive the people.

"I don't think Ml aysi ans want soneone who has such | ow noral s (and) who
is involved in activities that should not involve a | eader at that level."
He was al so asked if the Governnment was concerned that Anwar seened to

be attracting a | ot of support fromuniversity students.

"When you go and pick up university students to support you, to |end
nmoral courage to you, then |I think you are al nost bankrupt,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

When asked by a Taiwan tel evison reporter if there would be disorder in
the country because of tension between himand Anwar, he said he did not
think so.

"As you can see, the fact that he has been renoved has not affected the
stock market. In Ml aysia, we do not expect that kind of trouble because
Mal aysi ans are general |y peaceful people,” Dr Mihathir said.

When asked if any action would be taken agai nst Umo Youth chi ef Datuk
Ahmad Zahi d Ham di who has not made clear his stand on the issue, Dr
Mahat hir said there were no plans to do so and that it was up to Umo
menber s.

The Prime M nister also maintained his stand not to appoint a deputy
until the next Umo el ections schedul ed for next year.

Asked who wi ||l take over should anything happen to him Dr Mhathir
said: "The party will decide. W have vice-presidents. They will decide
who shoul d be the successor if |I pop off."

When it was pointed out to himthat there were three vice-presidents and
that there may be di sagreenent anong them he said:

"There will be sone problens at first. | amquite sure in the end they
wi |l decide on one of themand in the tradition of Umo, after we have
deci ded, we cl ose ranks."

The three vice-presidents are Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi , Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and forner Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Taib who is on | eave fromhis position
foll owi ng charges of falsely declaring the noney he took into Australia in
Dec 1996 and failing to declare nore than A$1.2 nillion when he left the
country.

He was acquitted on both the charges on May 30.



Asked if he planned to appoint an Acting Deputy Prinme Mnister, he said:
"No, because if we appoint one, it would be difficult to di sappoint
him" he said, adding that the Umo el ecti ons woul d not be brought
forward.
( END)
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