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Anwar - Art
ARTI STS CAN DEFI NE ASEAN SPI RI T AND | DENTI TY, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msaid today artists of Asean countries can help define the
spirit and regional entity of the regi onal grouping.

He said Asean countries were noving closer towards integrating into a
regional entity and as the process accel erates, Asean self-definition of
the entity nust be sharpened.

"W have to express and articulate the building blocks of our entity.
Mutual interest and the pursuit of prosperity, though tenporarily halted,
are strong reasons for com ng together," he said when opening the Asean
Mast erwor ks exhibition at the National Art Gallery here.

The exhi bition, where 60 artworks by 60 artists fromthe Asean nenber
countries are displayed, will be held until Feb 7 and open to the public.

It was originally opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Dec 15 at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses to coincide with the
Asean Summt 1997 but it was then restricted to del egati on nenbers
attendi ng the summit and speci al guests.

Anwar said nurturing of a sense of comunity requires the bond of
idealistic ingredients and the quest for these ingredients or their
articul ation was the task of "our artists".

He said works of artists project the soul of the community and manif est
and exteriorize the inward growm h of the society.

"Their articulation of this contributes towards a society's
sel f-definition.

"While the artist hinself nmay be interested only in self-expression,
that expression helps his society to understand its identity," he said.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said contenplating at the paintings of Asean
mast erwor ks was |i ke gazing at the soul of Asean in their nyriad
refl ections.

"Qur attenpt to understand these works is, in a way, our attenpt to
under st and our sel ves.

"Thus we owe a profound gratitute to our artists, for they have
captured the i mages of our psychic and inner life," he said.

Al so present was Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chi k.

The exhibition is the brainchild of Tan Sri Ahnmad Kam | Jaafar, Speci al
Envoy of the Prime Mnister. -- BERNAVA
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