08 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - KLI A
KLI A SET FOR OFFI Cl AL OPENI NG AS SCHEDULED, SAYS DR MAHATH R

SEPANG, June 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, expressing satisfaction with the final touches to the KL
International Airport (KLIA), today said it is all set for the officia
openi ng on June 27 as schedul ed.

"It has shown good progress, its construction is high quality and
indeed its Total Airport Managenent System appears to be w thout hitches,
he said at a press conference after inspecting the KLIA here.

Dr Mahathir said when he privately toured the KLIA several weeks back,
he was then quite apprehensive whether it could be conpleted on schedul e.

But after today's inspection, he was very satisfied with the progress
that has taken place, the prine nminister said.

Wirk on the KLIA, on a 10, 000-hectare site, started four years ago and
it cost RW billion to build.

Fully operational, it could handle 25 nillion passengers a year.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar is scheduled to open the KLIA
on June 27 and it would be fully operational three days later.

Dr Mahathir said the KLIAB, the airport devel oper, has been able to
devel op its own expertise for the project.

"This project costs RW billion, not US$9 billion. Ohers have built
airports snaller than this for nore than US$9 billion. It has been
conpleted within four years that is one year for land clearing and three
for erecting the structures.

“In ny opinion this is a record given that they have nanaged such a
gigantic conpl ex which required 25,000 workers and 300 contracts,"” he said.

He congratul ated the KLI AB for having acconplished the project within a
short tine.

Asked whether the | ow cost has affected construction quality, Dr
Mahat hir said: "No conpromi se. You can see for yourself that the quality is
very good, the finishing is very good, the construction work is good, and
the designs are very innovative and the furniture is of very good quality."”

He said the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, now worth about
RVM20O billion, would continue to be used for various purposes including for
Haj flights, aircraft servicing and overhaul as well as general aviation.

Moreover, the air force base is also situated adjacent to the Subang

airport.
Dr Mahathir said the timng of the decision to build the KLIA was right
as otherwise it could not have been built for RWVD billion.

He said the KLI A managenent had taken into account all public
conpl aints and views on inmproving services at the KLIA including public
transportati on and si gnages around the conpl ex.

The prinme mnister was acconpani ed by Chief Secretary to the Governnent
Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
and KLI AB chairnman Tan Sri difford Herbert.
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