13 NOV 1998
APEC- NEW5- ESTRADA
M SI A HAS YET TO CONFI RM MAHATHI R- ESTRADA MEETI NG

MANI LA, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has yet to confirmManila's
request for a neeting between Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
and President Joseph Estrada, an official said today.

Presidential spokesman Jerry Barican said the neeting was being
arranged by foreign affairs officials to coincide with next week's Apec
| eaders' summit in Kuala Lunpur.

Estrada | eaves on Monday for the Mal aysian capital, his second overseas
trip since he assunmed office on June 30. The first was Singapore.

He will be acconpani ed by a 70-nenber del egation including Filipino
industrialists keen in forging joint ventures with their Ml aysian
counterparts.

VWhile in Malaysia, Estrada will address the Ml aysia-Philippines
Busi ness Council and the US-Asean Busi ness Council to expound on the
Phi | i ppi nes' investnment potentials.

He will also attend a gathering of the Filipino comunity in Kual a
Lumpur .

Estrada's other bilateral neetings still to be confirmed are those with
Japanese Prime M nister Keizo Obuchi, South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung,
Australian Prime Mnister John Howard and Chil ean President Eduardo Frei.

Confirnmed so far were those with US President Bill Cinton and Chi nese
Presi dent Jiang Zem n.

Barican said Estrada will take up with Jiang China's alleged "creeping
i nvasion"” into the Philippine-clainmed Mschief Reef in the South China Sea.

He will be interviewed by the Washi ngton Post, New York Times,
Fi nancial Tines, Asian Wall Street Journal and the Cable News Network
(CNN) .
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