13/11/ 1998

PM Anwar approved purchase of new j et

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today forner
Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad
approved t he purchase of a new executive jet three years ago to repl ace
the current one whi ch has aged.

He said the jet, which woul d be owned by the Governnment, was to be used
by both the Prine M nister and Deputy Prinme Mnister for official foreign
m ssi ons.

"I don't have that nuch nmoney," he told reporters after the | aunch of
the new Proton Perdana V6 and Satria GIi 1.8 nodel s.

He was asked to coment on a statenent by Anwar that he (Dr Mahathir)
had ordered a RMROO mi Il lion jet and personal |y designed the aircraft's
interior decor.

The statenment, which was i ssued by Anwar fromthe Kual a Lunpur court
| ock-up, clained that the aircraft woul d be delivered next nonth.

Dr Mahathir said the current jet, which was al so used by Anwar when he
was Deputy Prine Mnister, would be sold before the new one arrived.

"W don't want to borrow other people's jets. W don't like to do that."

Dr Mahathir said he was unsure of the cost of the newaircraft.

Anwar has been charged with 10 counts of corruption and sexual
m sconduct, all of which he has deni ed. He was sacked fromall government
positions on Sept 2 and expelled fromUmo t he next day.

On the possibility of a United States attack on Iraq over the United
Nations arnms i nspection stand-off, Dr Mahathir said: "I hope there is no
attack. | hope people will sit down and talk to each other."

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a was agai nst physi cal assault on anybody,
whether it was an individual or a country.

He was responding to a question on the planned mlitary strikes by the
US and Britain to punish Iraq for its stand-off with the UN Speci al
Conmi ssi on responsi bl e for elimnatinglraq s weapons of mass destructi on.

Reports today said US forces had begun to converge on the Qulf as Iraqi
Presi dent Saddam Hussei n remai ned defi ant.

Dr Mahat hir al so hoped that the Asia-Pacific Econonmi c Co-operation
Sunmi t next week woul d focus on sol ving the current econoni ¢ probl ens
faced by Asian countries.
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