08 FEB 1998
Abdul | ah- Asean
ASEAN COOPERATI ON W LL BRI NG GREATER SUCCESS TO MEMBER NATI ONS

KEPALA BATAS, Penang, Feb 8 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia is confident that
cooperation and col | aborati on anmong Asean countries in handling the current
econom c crisis will bring greater success to their peoples, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdudl | ah Haji Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s recent visit to the
various Asean countries to get themto agree to the use of Asean currencies
for trade anong t hensel ves refl ected this collaborative spirit anmong them
he sai d.

"This is a good devel opnent arising fromthe econom ¢ sl owdown we are
all experiencing," he told reporters after chairing the Kepal a Batas Umo
Di vision conmittee neeting here.He is al so the Menber of Parlianment for
Kepal a Bat as.

The agreenent to step up intra-Asean trade and use Asean currenci es was
also a followup to the Asean Informal Sunmt here | ast Decenber, Abdullah
sai d.

The econoni ¢ sl owdown and ot her rel ated devel opnents woul d al so be
di scussed at the Asia-Europe neeting to be held in London soon, he said.

Abdul | ah al so urged the people to continue to support the governnent
particularly when the ringgit and stock market had recently taken an
upt urn.

He said if the people continued to save and be patient and not go
profit-taking in the short run, it would have a positive effect on economc
recovery. -- BERNAMVA
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