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ASEAN STI LL | NTACT, SAYS MAHATH R

By: E. Sivabal an

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, COct 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
said today the spirit of unity and cooperati on anbng Asean countries as a
groupi ng remai ns intact despite the probl ens between sone nenber states.

Descri bing the problenms as hiccups, the Prime Mnister said Asean woul d
overcome themin the Asean spirit.

"l think Asean as a grouping is still intact. The probl ens between sone
Asean countries can be described as hiccups.

"W will overconme them" he told a news conference after a four-eye
meeting with Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah, who is also Brunei's Prine
M nister, at Istana Nurul |man, here.

The Associ ation of Sout heast Asian Nations or Asean groups Brunei,
| ndonesi a, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and
and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here today for a two-day working visit,
earlier had an audi ence with Sultan Hassanal.

The Prime Mnister said this when asked if his visit to Brunei despite
the coments by certain Asean countries against the internal affairs of a

menber state has signified that Asean as a grouping was still intact.
The Prime Mnister said the Asean solidarity was still intact.
"Basically, it is still there," he said.

Asked if there was sonme kind of foreign elenent trying to shake the
spirit of solidarity and cooperati on anong Asean countries, Dr Mahathir
said he did not knowif there was any such pl an.

"But certainly the way they are goi ng about indicate that they would
like to see Asean break-up," he said.

Asked how the "hiccups” could be overcone, Dr Mahathir said "one sure
way of overcoming hiccups is not to talk (conment)."

"And that is why | amreluctant to talk," said Dr Mahathir

The Prime M nister said Malaysia and a nunber of other Asean countries
did not agree that one nenber state should conmrent on the internal affairs
of anot her menber state.

"I think if we start doing that, then that will be very bad for you
because we all have got a lot of things to criticise about each other,"” he
sai d.

Asked what approach Asean nenbers shoul d adopt to ensure that they do
not interfere inthe internal affairs of nenber states, Dr Mahathir said
that up to now Asean nenbers never agreed to interference inits interna
affairs by nmenber countri es.

The Prime M nister said that he quite agree with the statenment by his
Thai counterpart, Chuan Leekpai, that if an Asean nenber country wish to
criticise anything about another menber country, then it shoul d be done
"one-to-one".

Asked by a Brunei journalist if mnisters fromAsean countries too
shoul d not nake coments about the internal affairs of menber countries, Dr
Mahat hir said "not only mnisters but other people who are hol di ng
responsi bl e position in their governnment."

Asked how he forsees Asean unity in the Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) Summit in Kuala Lunmpur next nmonth, Dr Mahathir said the
unity was still there.

"OF course, we have different experiences (like) Ml aysia' s experience
is different fromlndonesia or Thail and," he sai d.



Dr Mahathir said Asean countries would reach consensus in dealing with
certain issues at the Apec Sunmit such as the financial crisis.

The prime mnister said during his discussions with Sultan Hassanal,
t hey had among others touched on the situation in Canbodi a.

He said they hoped that Canmbodia would forma governnment soon for the
country to be admitted i nto Asean.

Dr Mahathir said the matter woul d be di scussed at the Asean Sunmit in
Hanoi in Decenber this year.
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