11 DEC 1998
Asean- Decl aration (Political)
ASEAN TO FORGE CONSTRUCTI VE TI ES W TH MAJOR PONERS

By: E. Sivabal an

HANO , Dec 11 (Bernamm) -- Asean | eaders are expected to sign the Hano
Decl aration at next week's Sixth Asean Summit, calling for long-termties
with maj or powers but with conditions including opposing any form of
interference in the internal affairs of nenber nations.

The other conditions include a relationship that is based on equality,
mut ual respect and nutual benefit, according to the draft of the
decl aration which will be issued at the end of the Hanoi summit on Dec 16.

The | eaders will welcone efforts to forge "constructive rel ati onshi p"
with the maj or powers.

The grouping will al so enhance its dial ogue partnershi p and cooperation
with other countries as well as with regional and international
organi sati ons on those conditions.

Several Asean countries have recently expressed concern over the
actions by some najor powers for allegedly interfering in their donestic
affairs.

The nost recent case was when United States Vice President Al Gore
expressed his support for the anti-governnment "Reform' novenents in
Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a.

There were al so concerns expressed by sone Asean countries over the
statenment by the commander in chief of the US Pacific command, Admiral
Joseph Prueher who suggested early this nonth that Asean countries reassess
their commitment of non-interference in each others' affairs.

He al so irked them when he said al though Washi ngton was conmitted to
seeing "sovereignty issues being solved peacefully", it "would be invol ved
only if freedom of navigation becones an issue" in Asean countries.

In a nove to strengthen inter-Asean relationship and regional security,

Asean | eaders will "fortify confidence in our nations by continuing to
mai ntain friendly relati ons anong us and fostering the security of our
region."

Toward this end, they will expedite the ratification of the Second
Protocol to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia to enale
non-regi onal states to accede to the treaty at the earliest possible tine.

The | eaders will also agree to intensify the consultations with the
nucl ear -weapons state with a viewto their accession to the protocol to the
Treaty on the Sout heast Asia Nucl ear Wapons- Free Zone.

They will reiterate their pledge to resol ve outstandi ng probl ens and
prevent the energence of disputes in the "Asean way" and in accordance wth
i nternational |aw and practi ce.

On the overl apping clains over the Spratly Islands in South China Sea,
the | eaders will pronote efforts to settle the disputes by peaceful neans
in accordance with international |law, including the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and in the spirit of the Asean Decl aration
on the South China Sea.

The Asean | eaders will also continue to cooperate and strengthen
Asean's capacity in science and technol ogy, particularly in the field of
I nformati on Technol ogy by devel opi ng the Asean Information Infrastructure.

They will also call for the strengthening and pronotion of |inkages
anong Asean institutional nmechanisms in fighting agai nst drug abuse and
trafficking in order to eradicate drug production, processing, trafficking
and use by the year 2020.

The Asean | eaders who will sign the declaration are Brunei's Sultan



Hassanal Bol ki ah, | ndonesi an President B.J.Habibie, Laotian Prinme M nister
Si savat h Keobounphanh, Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Myanmar Prinme M nister Gen Than Shwe, Philippine President Joseph
Estrada, Singapore Prinme Mnister Goh Chok Tong, Thai Prine M nister Chuan
Leekpai and Vietnam s Prime M nister Phan Van Khai .

The theme of this year's sunmt is "Unity and Cooperation for an Asean
of Peace, Stability and Equitabl e Devel opnment ™.
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