14 DEC 1998
ASEAN WANTS CAMBCDI A ADM TTED, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: E Sivabal an

HANO , Dec 14 (Bername) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has set the tone for the Sixth Asean Summt begi nning here tonorrow
by saying that Asean hopes to admt Canbodia into the regi onal grouping at
the summ t.

"Yes, we think so,” Dr Mahathir told reporters here when asked if he
t hought Canbodi a should be admm tted i nto Asean i n Hanoi .

Dr Mahathir, who is here to attend the two-day sunmit, declined further
conment when approached at the hotel where he is staying.

Asean conprises Brunei, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir and fell ow Asean | eaders are expected to di scuss Phnom
Penh's admission into the grouping at their informal dinner here tonight.

The prime minister is scheduled to hold bilateral talks with his
Canbodi an counterpart Hun Sen | ater today.

Hun Sen is on a two-day visit here.
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