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Asia Africa strengthen ties to fight econom ¢ downturn

Jai | ani Harun

ASI A and Africa can weather the adverse effects of the econom c downturn
if the two regions strengthen inter-regi onal cooperation, enhance

bil ateral trade and boost business col |l aboration activities.

Qut of the 14 nenber South African Devel opnent Community (SADC), five
countries - South Africa, Nam bia, Seychelles, Mauritius and Zi nbabwe -
acknow edged the fact that Asia' s abom nable condition will, sooner or
| ater, spread to Africa.

The ni ne ot her nenbers are Angol a, Botswana, the Denpcratic Republic of
Congo, Lesotho, Mal awi, Mzanbi que, Swazil and, Tanzani a and Zanbi a.

Sout h African high comm ssioner to Mal aysia Ms Maite Mhal e said the
recent attack on the South African currency, the rand, is a warning that
the "Western econom c conspiracy" is not too far away to prohibit the
growth in the African continent.

"We rmust accelerate all efforts to |ink up econom c col |l aboration
bet ween the SADC and the Associ ati on of South-East Asian Nations (Asean).
The heat fromAsia's economic downturn is already being felt in Africa.

"If we fail to recognise this inportance (to work together), then
everyone will end up being a | oser," she said.

Mohal e together with M Ndeutapo WM Amagul u (Nami bia), M Louis
Syl vestre Radegonde (the Seychel |l es) and acting high conm ssioners M
Haymandoyal Dillumof Mauritius and M Stanl ey Ral p Chekeche of Zi nbabwe
spoke to Business Tines in Kuala Lunpur in conjunction with the SADC s
si xth anni versary cel ebrati ons.

The SADC was founded on August 17, 1992. It initially stressed on the
need for southern African states to cooperate economcally, politically
and socially in addressing their backwardness in devel opnent.

As recent international events saw various chall enges confronting the
devel oping world - notably the globalisation agenda - the SADC switched
its focus to making the regi on econom cally progressive by enhancing ties
wi t h ot her regi onal cooperations, especially Asean

In his nmessage in conjunction with the cel ebration, SADC chairman Nel son
Mandel a, who is also South Africa's President, said "we want our citizens
to be the principal actors in shaping the region' s econom ¢ devel opnent,
in partnership with international investors."

Mohal e said as nenbers cel ebrate the day, southern Africa is stil
suffering fromdi sease and poverty.

She cited groupings |ike Asean as anmpong t he best exanples for regi ona
cooperation, adding that Ml aysia can hel p by encouragi ng nore busi nessnen
to invest in any of the 14 SADC countri es.

Li ke Asean, the prinmary role of SADCis to hel p define regiona
priorities, facilitate integration, assist in nobilising resources and
maxi m si ng the regi onal inpact of projects.

Seychel | es' Radegonde said the approach is to address nati onal
priorities through regi onal action.

"Each nenber has been all ocated a sector to coordinate which invol ves
proposi ng sector policies, strategies and priorities, processing projects
for inclusion in the sectoral programre, nonitoring progress and reporting
the results to the Council of Mnisters," he said.

The SADC Programe of Action is made up of all the programres and
proj ects approved by the Council of Mnisters.

In Mal aysia, the SADC has a five nenber country representative made up



of Mauritius, Nami bia, Seychelles, South Africa and Zi nbabwe. This
represents the hi ghest nunber of SADC mi ssions in Asean, which al so
illustrates the depth and scope of relations between Ml aysia and the
sout hern African region.

Ener gy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e, who was
the guest of honour at the celebrations, noted how inportant it was for
the SADC and Asean to synchronise efforts to el evate the econom ¢ agenda
bet ween the two regions.

As the SADC represents a gradually integrating market of 184 million
peopl e, he said Mal aysia can greatly benefit by accelerating its trade
relations with them

Wth a conbi ned gross donestic product (CGDP) of US$150 billion (US$1 =
Rwv4. 19), Mal aysi a shoul d take advantage of the rich natural resources,
good infrastructure, well-devel oped financial and banking sector; and a
secure and stable political environnent.

"For Mal aysi an busi nessnmen, the SADC presents an attractive trade and
i nvest nent destination," he said.

Mal aysi a has foll owed the devel opnent of the SADC as it evolved fromthe
Sout hern African Devel opnent Coordi nati ng Conference (SADCC) whi ch was
founded by the Frontline states in 1980 to advance regi onal cooperation
agai nst apart hei d.

Kual a Lunpur nade a nodest contribution of US$2 million (US$1 = RW4. 19)
to the Africa Fund in support of their novenent.

The Fund was created at the 8th Conference of the sunmit neeting of the
Non- Al | i gned Movenent (NAM) in 1996. Wth the dem se of apartheid in 1994,
Mal aysi a continued to be associated with this forum as the SADCC s role
shifted to pronoting econoni c devel opment of the Frontline states under
t he SADC

Leo Moggi e said that Ml aysia, and other Asean countries as well as the
SADC share many conmon features, one of which is that nany of the nenber
states in these two organisations were former col onies.

"The concept of regional cooperation and of |ate, the concept of Shart
Part nership, has certainly hel ped Asean pronote inter-regi onal cooperation
t hrough j oi nt devel opnents such as the setting up of growh triangles as
wel | as the devising of elenments conpl enmenting the manufacturing
i ndustries of both sides,"” he said.

The SADC has al so gteatly benefitted fromactivities carried out under
the Smart Partnership concept, which had originally been nooted by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The inaugural neeting of the Southern Africa International D al ogue
(SAID) 1997 in Kasane, Botswana, and recently SAID 1998 i n Swakoprund,
Nam bi a, have accel erated the process of regional cooperation and
integration to Smart Partnership.

"W are glad to be part of it," said Mauritius' Dillum "lInspired by the
Langkawi International Dialogue (LID), the SAID series on Smart
Part nershi p between governnent and the business sector is a brilliant
concept of wealth generation in southern Africa.

"It has also contributed i mensely in presenting southern Africa as a
new growt h area and a mutual business devel opment centre," he said.

But such cooperation nust not stop there. A lot needs to be done to
i mprove relations. There is still nmuch nore to explore before both regions
can really benefit totally fromtheir intra-regional relations.

"And given the present econonic challenges, we have to find new ways to
sharpen our strategies to counter the Wstern conspiracy," he said.
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