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ASI A- EUROPE FORUM SUPPORT AEUNI C

KUALA LUMPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- The Asi a-Europe University Forum
t oday expressed support for the creation of a Asia-Europe University Centre
(AEUNIC) in Malaysia to bridge the gap in Euro-Asian academnic rel ations.

The forum participants, conprising scholars from Asia and Europe,
concurred that the centre would provide the infrastructure towards
enhanci ng Asi a- Europe university rel ations.

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said the two-day
forum which ended today, concluded that existing international cooperation
on education needed to be pronoted further for greater advancenent of the
Asi an region.

They felt that initiatives nust be taken to increase student nobility
and access to education for all and that the establishnent of AEUNIC on a
nore gl obal and international basis would serve as a positive step in that
direction, he told reporters after opening the Asia-Europe Fair

The forum was opened by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
yesterday and Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwere anong the
speakers.

The idea for a closer Asia-Europe cooperation beyond traditional ties
was nooted by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during the
i naugur al Asi a- Europe Meeting (ASEM in Bangkok two years ago.

Dr Fong said the forumparticipants felt that the best way to realise
Dr Mahathir's idea was through the AEUNI C which could foster closer
I i nkages between academics of the two regions.

Naj i b announced the setting up of the centre after opening the forum
yesterday. He had said mnisters attending the second Asem neeting in
London next month are expected to endorse its inception

Dr Fong said the forum al so discussed AEUNIC s role as a referra
centre to facilitate distance |earning. -- BERNAVA
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