19/ 11/ 1998
Asia Pacific | eaders feted

Azr ani Rustam

THE ol d and the new were promnently featured at the gala di nner on
Wednesday at Kual a Lumpur's | atest five-star hotel, the Mandarin Oiental,
for econonic | eaders attending the sixth Asia Pacific Econoni c Cooperation
summ t and ot her guests.

A grand, colourful and el aborate affair, the dinner was attended by over
1, 800 guests including Trade and Foreign M nisters of Apec menber
countries, Malaysian Cabinet Mnisters and | eadi ng corporate big-w gs.

Not since the Comonweal t h Heads of Governnment neeting in 1989 has Kual a
Lurmpur pl ayed host to such a hi gh-powered ensenbl e of | eaders and it was
fitting that the dinner showcased the best of Ml aysian hospitality and
cul ture.

The guest s-of -honour were Australian Prine Mnister John Howard, Sultan
Hassanal Bol ki ah of Brunei Darussal am Canadian Prinme M nister Jean
Chretien, Chilean President Eduardo Frei Ruiz Tagle, Chinese President
Ji ang Zem n and Hong Kong's Chief Executive Tung Chee Hwa.

Al so present were |Indonesian President B.J. Habi bie, Japanese Prine
M ni st er Kei zo Gbuchi, South Korean President Ki mDae-Jung, Mexican
President Ernesto Zedill o Ponce, New Zeal and Prine M nister Jenny Shipl ey,
Papua New Guinea Prinme M nister Bill Skate and Peruvi an President Al berto
Fuj i nori .

O her | eaders were Philippines President Joseph Estrada, Russian Prine
M ni st er Yevgeny Primakov, Singapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong, Tha
Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai, United States Vice President A Core,

Vi etnam Prine M nister Phan Van Khai and Chi nese Tai pei Council for
Econom ¢ Pl anni ng and Devel opnent chairman Dr Chi ang Pi n- Kung.

The guests were entertained to sone delightful singing fromlocal
artistes Yusni Hami d and Sal i mah Mahnood duri ng di nner.

But the highlight of the evening was the performance by the Nationa
Dance Troupe, conprising dancers of the National Theatre, Kwantung
Cul tural Troupe and Tenple of Fine Arts, who took everyone's breath away
with a brilliant cultural presentation titled The Mal aysi an Heritage.

The performance reflected the country's rich cultural heritage which is
strongly influenced by Mal ay, |Indian and Chinese traditions. Local singing
sensation Siti Nurhaliza and Noraniza lIdris conpleted the fine cast of
per f ormers.

The performance ended with a segnment call ed Harnony where the fusion
sounds of the Chinese druns, robat, rebana ubi, sita, tabla and other
druns reverberated around the ballroom

Among other dignitaries present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Apec Business
Advi sory Council chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami, Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, |nternational Trade and I ndustry M nister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned.

Earlier, the spouses of the | eaders visited the Petronas Twin Towers for
an afternoon of nusic fashion and shoppi ng.

Hosted by Dr Siti Hasmah, the first | adies' programe included a
performance by the "Young Misicians in Concert", presented by 55 nusicians
and singers fromthe Yamaha Misi c Acadeny of Arts and Misic.
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