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AS|I AN- OCEANI A | T AWARD FOR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 26 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
toni ght received the 1998 Asi an- Cceani an Conputing I ndustry Organi sation
(Asocio) information technology (IT) award for his contribution to the
devel opnent of the IT industry in Ml aysia.

The award was presented to the prime mnister by Asocio president Dr
F.C. Kohli at the Asocio-Pi kom gal a di nner here.

Pi komis the Association of the Conputer Industry Mal aysi a.

The award is given to an outstandi ng person of the Asoci o host country,
havi ng contri buted nost significantly to the IT industry in the host
country and the standing of the IT industries of the Asoci o region

In the citation, Dr Mahathir has been described as soneone who has set
wor |l d cl ass exanpl e of how one statesman with a bold vision can pronmote I T
t echnol ogy.

"You have exercised your fullest energies to pronmote IT as the new
grow h industry for Ml aysia," the citation says.

The citation says the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) project will not
only be a conducive, high technol ogy manufacturing belt but also a test
plate for the IT industry of the world to congregate and i nnovate.

In a statement, Pikom chairman Shai fubahrim Sal eh said Dr Mahathir has
set a world class exanple of how one statesnman with a bold vision can
pronmote | T.

"For his contribution to the devel opnent of the local IT industry
through initiatives such as the Miltinedia Super Corridor and the Nationa
IT Agenda, it is only appropriate that Asocio salutes himfor his admrable
efforts," he said.

Earlier, Asocio held its annual general assenbly and synposi um which
was opened by International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z.

Asoci o was established in 1984. Its 10-nmenber countries are Australia,
I ndonesi a, Thail and, Taiwan, South Korea, New Zeal and, Japan, |ndia,

Mal aysi a and Si ngapor e.

Asoci 0 has al so five associ ate nenbers nanely Bangl adesh, Nepal
Mongol i a, the Philippines and Sri Lanka and five guest nenbers conpri sing
the United Kingdom United States, Canada, Spain and France.

Al so present was Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Md Ali.
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